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Short chronology

• 1706-1784: Padre G.B. Martini collected books and pictures for his entire life
• 1804: Foundation of the ‘Liceo musicale di Bologna’, which inherited G.B. 

Martini’s collection

• 1855-1881: G. Gaspari compiled the catalogue during his tenure as librarian 
• 1942: The ‘Liceo musicale’ (city) became the ‘Conservatorio’ (federal)

– The newly named conservatory was provided with a separate new music 
library, sharing the reading room and part of the stacks with the existing 
collection. The existing library, including the Martini collection, remained 
city property and was named  ‘Civico museo bibliografico musicale’

• 2004: The ‘Civico museo bibliografico musicale’ became part of the newly 
established ‘Museo internazionale e biblioteca della musica’



• Part I
Gaetano Gaspari’s historical catalogue:
(provenance data) from manuscript to Gaspari On Line

• Part II
integrating Gaspari On Line with other contents



Gaetano Gaspari’s manuscript catalogue

• 1804: Foundation of the ‘Liceo musicale di Bologna’, 
which inherited G.B. Martini’s collection

• 1855-1881: Gaetano Gaspari 
compiled ca. 10,000 manuscript 
cards in A5 format: he was planning 
to use these for a ‘Bibliography of 
Ancient Music’, which he never 
published

• 1942: The ‘Liceo musicale’ (city) became the 
‘Conservatorio’ (federal)



Printed catalogue

• 1857-1881: manuscript catalogue by G. Gaspari

• 1890-1943: The catalogue was 
published posthumously in 5 volumes
– I: Theory of music

II: Sacred music
III: Secular music
IV: Instrumental music
V.1: Librettos
V.2: Librettos (never published)



On-line catalogue

• 1857-1881: manuscript catalogue by G. Gaspari
• 1890-1943: printed catalogue in 5 volumes

• December 2002: 
Gaspari On Line goes live

– created from the printed version
• OCR

(many errors due to print quality, 

different languages, etc.) 
• RDBMS (Microsoft Access)

• OPAC (ASP)



Progression of the three versions
1. From manuscript to print

• additional data
– ca. 1,000 new entries

(books acquired between 1881 and 1905)

– classification order (index of names 
added)

• excluded data
– some cards or parts 
– provenance data

1857-1881 1890-1943



Progression of the three versions 
2. From print to on-line catalogue

• additional data
– accessibility

• new indexes (repertories, librettists, 
places, publishers, dates)

• direct access (digitizations from 
different projects: DIAMM, BDI, 
etc.)

– preventive conservation
• reproduction references (microfilms, 

facsimiles, photocopies)
– references

• bibliography
• references

 to archives and other manuscript documents

• excluded data
– none?

1857-1881 1890-1943

2002

http://localhost/cmbm/scripts/nomi_ind.asp?ind_aut=gaspari&search=on&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://localhost/cmbm/scripts/nomi_ind.asp?ind_aut=gaspari&search=on&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://localhost/cmbm/scripts/nomi_ind.asp?ind_aut=gaspari&search=on&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://localhost/cmbm/scripts/nomi_ind.asp?ind_aut=gaspari&search=on&image.x=0&image.y=0


Progression of the three versions 
3. Data restored from manuscript catalogue (and other sources)

• restored data 
– missing cards (COMPLETED)

• ca. 500 cards of students’ autographs 
at the Liceo (e.g. Rossini, Donizetti, et 
al.)

• ca. 2,200 short-title cards planned for 
the libretto’s volume V.2 (never 
published)

– missing data (IN PROGRESS)

• some cards or parts  (e.g. dedications, 
bio-bibliographical notes, etc.)

• provenance data: 
– previous owners (donors, booksellers, 

auctions, libraries,  monasteries etc.)
– dates and prices
– old inventories and catalogues references

1857-1881 1890-1943

2002

+ other sources



New indexes (call number): manuscript Q.11



Bibliography

Direct access: digitizations from DIAMM project

Links to on-line repertories and databases: Medieval Music Database



Preventive conservation and reproduction service: microfilm number

Provenance data restored from ms. card:
previous owners, dates and prices

Bibliography

Old ms. inventories and catalogues:
Sarti Catalogue [ca. 1840] reference number



• Part I
Gaetano Gaspari’s historical catalogue:
(provenance data) from manuscript to Gaspari On Line

• Part II
integrating Gaspari On Line with other contents



Typology of contents

• material contents (from the library)

– paper documents (books, scores, letters)
– graphic-iconic documents (pictures, busts, photographs)

• immaterial contents (from the Liceo musicale, 1804-1942)

– school activities
• entities: classes, people, school years
• relationships: (people) teachers and students



The propensity of connections as distinctive feature

• Strong cohesion between the different material and 
immaterial contents. 

– Pictures, letters, books and classes often  share the same people in 
different roles (addressee, authors, teachers, subjects etc.)

• The catalogue is integrated like the contents are integrated



integrated catalogue

The catalogue is integrated like the contents are integrated

Integrating Gaspari on-line with other contents

Books, scores and librettos (ca. 25,000) digitization 

 (Gaspari On Line) 100 titles on line

Letters (ca. 10,000) 80%  on line

Pictures (326) 100% on line

Photographs (ca. 500) 100%  on line

School activities
 (Classes, students, teachers 1804-1930)
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integrated catalogue

The catalogue is integrated like the contents are integrated

Integrating Gaspari on-line with other contents
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Letter to D. Liverani, 18/3/18..

Il Barbiere di Siviglia, autograph score

 Portrait, 19th-century

 Photograph, 1862?

 Liceo musicale students and teachers



Johann Christian Bach’s letter to Martini concerning the 
shipment of his portrait







The catalogue is integrated like the contents are integrated



Reference to archives and other manuscript documents:
Farinelli’s testament in the Archivio di Stato di Bologna

Provenance: Farinelli >> Pisani >> Veggetti >> 
Gaspari



thank you

Alfredo Vitolo (Bologna, Museo internazionale e biblioteca della musica)
IAML Conference, Napoli, 23 luglio 2008
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