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BACKGROUND : CYLINDERS AND BELFER

 THE FORMAT

 THE BELFER

 THE ERA



BELFER CYLINDERS DIGITAL CONNECTION

2,015 RECORDINGS

MARC  DUBLIN CORE

FEATURES AND SEARCHING



PURPOSE
MOVING TO NEW PLATFORM

NEW VOCABULARIES AND HISTORIC SOUND 

RECORDINGS

CONDUCT USER TESTING

MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 

USING LCSH TO BETTER REFLECT TOPICAL 

CONTENT



SAMPLE

• 10% (203 RECORDINGS)

• MOSTLY EDISON BLUE 

AMBEROL

MIX OF:

• GENRES AND FORMS

• VOCAL, INSTRUMENTAL, 

SPOKEN WORD, AND 

SPOKEN WORD AND 

PERFORMED MUSIC

• ETHNICITIES AND 

CULTURES



CHANGES MADE – BEST PRACTICES

 CONSISTENCY OF PRACTICE 

FOR CHANGES AND 

ENHANCEMENTS

 382, 6XX, 655…336

 CHALLENGING RECORDINGS 

LED TO DISCUSSIONS



INTERFACE FOR TESTING 

 CREATED FOR PILOT ONLY

 SIMPLE DB/GUI

 4 VALUE LISTS + KEYWORD

 CAN SELECT 1 VALUE IN EACH BOX

 DISPLAYS RECORD WITH URL



USER TESTING
THREE SUBJECTS

TALK-ALOUD AND OBSERVATION

TESTING VOCABULARIES

FIVE UNKNOWN ITEM QUESTIONS



Findings of user tests

• Favor access to audio

• Genre/form for broad searches

• Medium of performance not 

fully exploited

• Specific terms related to 

question



OUR 

OBSERVATIONS









LCSH

 CHRONOLOGICAL AND 

GEOGRAPHICAL SUBDIVISIONS

 SUBJECTIVITY / OBJECTIVITY



FINDINGS (CASE IN POINT)

VOCAL DUETS WITH INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE





FINDINGS – MISSES THE MARK

 JAIL / TWO DARK KNIGHTS

DISON BLUE AMBEROL CYLINDER 5437, 1927.

IN

E

FAST HEADING

Filmed vaudeville acts Vaudeville acts (Sound recordings)

RT Minstrel shows (Sound recordings)



WHAT’S NEXT

 USE / REFINE NEW VOCABULARIES

 TOOLS AND COLLABORATIONS TO MAKE 

AUDIO MORE ACCESSIBLE

 UNIFIED PUBLIC SERVICES, TECHNICAL 

SERVICES, AND FACULTY
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