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3. Use of digital copies in the “Digital Collections” of the University Library

4. Examples of practical application and outlook
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Telemann digital – structure of the presentation
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• Around 1500 church cantatas from the holdings of the city of Frankfurt have 

been preserved in the [city and] university library (created between 1690 

and 1790)

Printed catalogue (Joachim Schlichte, Frankfurt 1979)
Thematischer Katalog der kirchlichen Musikhandschriften des 17. und 18. Jahrhunderts in der Stadt- und 

Universitätsbibliothek Frankfurt am Main : (Signaturengruppe Ms. Ff. Mus.)

>> RISM OPAC

.

Church music of the 18th century in Frankfurt am Main
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Period name number of works

1712-1721 Georg Philipp Telemann 856

1721-1727 Johann Christoph Bodinus 20

1728-1758 Johann Balthasar König 32

1759-1769 Johann Christoph Fischer 11

1769-1792 Johann Conrad Seibert 47

Anonymous 13

total 979  

plus some secular works and works by other composers

not in the project: Heinrich Valentin Beck, vice music director.
(1 work)

.

Church music of the 18th century in Frankfurt am Main

Municipal music directors in Frankfurt am Main
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Church music of the 18th century in Frankfurt am Main

Germany in the 18th century
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► Digitisation and indexing of almost 1,000 cantata manuscripts by 

Telemann and his direct successors with 48,000 pages (supported by the 

DFG – German Research Foundation)

► Making the digital copies available online, free of charge for scholarly 

research, for scholarly editions as well as for performances in churches and 

concert halls.

.

Aims of the project : 
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Module 1: Digitization of all selected cantatas

>> Presentation in the Digital Collections of the Frankfurt University Library

https://sammlungen.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/telemann/

Module 2: Transcription of 200 texts from German Kurrent handwriting in TEI

format  (if possible, texts that have not yet appeared in the TAA)

Module 3: Capturing representative watermarks of the main copyists

>> Presentation in WZIS (Watermark Information System)

https://www.wasserzeichen-online.de/wzis/.

DFG-funded project Telemann digital – modules / sub-areas
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Funding period: November 2018 to April 2020

Duration of the project: 18 months, from November 2018 to April 2020, 

watermarks revision to July 2021

Staff: one project assistant (M.A., 18 months) 

two student assistants (B.A., 12 months each) for structuring the scans 

and for capturing the text 

9 employees of the University Library with different time shares (5-25%) from 

the areas of IT, restoration, reproduction studio, music department

.

DFG-funded project Telemann digital – Duration, Procedure, Personnel
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• Preparation of the cantatas for scanning, determination of restoration needs 

and quality control upon delivery (project staff) 

• Digitization by a service provider: division of the total quantity into 18 deliveries, 

which were processed one after the other 

• Scan corrections by the in-house photographer 

• Cataloguing the originals and digital copies in HeBIS PICA including RISM 

catalog entries (music librarian) 

• Checking the structure, linking the catalogue entries with the digital copies, 

subject indexing and monitoring of the project process (subject specialist)
.

Telemann digital Workflow (brief)
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Telemann digital cataloguing according to RDA with authority data

GfM Jahrestagung 28.09.-01.10.2021 Kersting-Meuleman 11
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Telemann digital structuring by parts
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Telemann digital 
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Telemann digital 
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Telemann digital - Module
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Telemann digital 
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Telemann: 68 watermarks

(thermographic images in Berlin State Library)

Bodinus: 29 watermarks

Fischer: 19 watermarks

König: 24 watermarks

Seibert: 81 watermarks

Inventory and description on

https://www.wasserzeichen-online.de/wzis/

.

Telemann digital inventory of watermarks
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DFG-Projekt Telemann digital 

IAML Cambridge 2023-08-02 19



28. Juli 2023

.

.

.

IAML Cambridge 2023-08-02 20



28. Juli 2023

.

.

_

IAML Cambridge 2023-08-02 21



28. Juli 2023

Schreiber: Joh. Chr. Bodinus Schreiber: Joh. Chr. Fischer 

Ms. Ff. Mus. 150, Bl. 8 Ms. Ff. Mus. 177, Bl. 1 

.

Telemann digital watermark indexing
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Presentation of the cantatas following cycles 
resp. genre:

.

Telemann digital further indexing
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Access 1, RISM
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Access 2, Library catalog
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Access 3, Digital Collections of UB Frankfurt am Main
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Complete edition of the French cantata cycle by Telemann in print and sound 

funded by Kulturfonds Frankfurt Rhein-Main from May 2020 to April 2025 (5 years)

- edition of the complete cantata cycle by the publisher Canberra-baroque (Australia)

- performance and recording of all cantatas (CD edition: cpo – classic production)

- supporting institutions: Canberra baroque and Südwest-Rundfunk.

http://www.kulturfonds-frm.de/projekte-archiv/790-telemann-der-franzoesische-kantaten-jahrgang

.

Telemann digital  Project Französischer Jahrgang
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Thank you for your attention.

Questions?

a.b.kersting-meuleman@ub.uni-frankfurt.de
.

T
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