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The Place

• New urban quarter

• Controversial urban 
development

• Grand opening:

October 2011
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The Place and the Building
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The Building
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• The City Library in Stuttgart as a completely 
homogeneous, calm building that contains a great 
many of the secret values of our civilisation

• Intellectual and cultural centre
• Elegant character
• Detached, monolithic building



The Building
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The Architecture

• Clear-cut structure 
• Layers remind of an onion
• Glass brick façade : introverted, deliberate barrier 

between the world of education and culture and the 
hectic world outside. 

• Space between the façades is used  as a balcony  

• At night the entire cube is lit with blue lighting
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The Architecture
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The Architecture
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The Architecture
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The Heart

• Archaic space (Pantheon)

• Inner contemplation

• Symbolises the roots of knowledge
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The Heart
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The Reading Room

• Extends over four floors and links the various 
learning studios 

• Lit entirely by daylight

• Staircases as flowing promenades
• The funnel-shaped galleries suggest the 

opening to the infinite world of knowledge
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The Reading Room
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Technology

• Self-service media return 
• Book sorting system 
• Inhouse Wi-Fi
• “PCs for here and now” laptops and netbooks
• Skriptorium: public Internet- / Computer-workstations
• Workstations with E-learning-ressources
• Interactive columns provide information on touch screens
• Library for Insomniacs: selection of media items that can be borrowed 

at any time with a valid library pass
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Technology
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Technology
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Technology
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• “PCs for here and now”



Opening Hours

• Monday to 
Saturday:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

• 24 hours return 
facility 

• “Library for 
Insomniacs” –

24 hours
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Cabinet – Space for small events and group study
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In Brief
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• Architect: Eun Young Yi

• Total charges: 79 Mio €
• Gross building area: 20.225 m2

• 500.000 media items for children, 
young people and adults

• Staff: 150 persons (100 positions)

• 170 netbooks / laptops
• Events (2012): 1140

• Visitors (2012): 1,15 Mio

• Budget (2013): 600.000 €



Music Section 1st floor

• The Music Library now has a floor to itself in the City Library at 
Mailänder Platz, having been housed externally since 1995.

• It is one of the largest and most important public music libraries in the
whole of Germany, and is a meeting point and centre for music for all 
music enthusiasts - amateurs and professionals alike.

• It plays an important role in the musical life of Stuttgart, and is closely
linked with the musical institutions in the city and the surrounding area. 
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Music Section 1st floor

Media collection:
• More than 100.000 

items
• Sheet music: 50.000
• MusicMinusOne: 900
• CDs: 38.000
• DVDs: 2.700
• Books: 19.000
• Magazines: 60
• CD-ROMs: 350
• of every style, era and 

level of complexity
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Musik für Kinder – Music for Children

• For children up to 12 years

• Sheet music, CDs, child-
friendly introductory music
books
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Mitsingkonzerte – „Sing Along Concerts“
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Mitsingkonzerte – „Sing Along Concerts“
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Mitsingkonzerte – „Sing Along Concerts“
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Expertenkids – „Young Experts“
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Junge Bibliothek – Young Library

• Music for young people aged 12 and over, with the
focus on studies at school

• Introductory music books and CD-ROMs, sheet
music for music at school (focus: choral music)
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Spektrum - Spectrum

• Basic information
about music, with
important
introductory and 
characteristic works

• For all customers
who are interested in 
music but aren‘t
familiar with this
subject yet
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Studiolo - “Music in and around Stuttgart”

• Documentation and coverage of musical life in 
Stuttgart and the surrounding area

• Largest collection in the region of sound recordings
from the current music scene in Stuttgart

• News and information about the current season of 
the Stuttgart State Opera
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Studiolo - “Music in and around Stuttgart”
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Studiolo - “Music in and around Stuttgart”
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Klangstudio - Sound Studio

• LPs:
The music library owns about
6.000 LPs (rock, jazz and 
classical music) which are
digitised at the moment. 

• PCs:

Experience music: playback
options for LPs, CDs and sound
files, digitisation programs

Make music: notation software, 
software for scanning sheet
music and composing, keyboard
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The Sound Studio combines the analogue with the digital



Sound Studio – PC „Experience Music“
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playback options for LPs, CDs and sound files, digitisation programs



Sound Studio – PC „Make music“
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notation software, software for scanning sheet music and composing, 
keyboard



Silent piano

• Play sheet music
and check it out
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Music Library Team
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The new library – more information and impressions

• Architecture, concept, technology, facts (in English): 
http://www1.stuttgart.de/stadtbibliothek/druck/nb/FestschriftEnglish.pdf

• Short summary in English on librarybuildings.info:
http://www.librarybuildings.info/germany/stuttgarts-municipal-library/

• Photos and videos:
http://www1.stuttgart.de/stadtbibliothek/bvs/actions/profile/view.php?id=164
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