
BLACK MUSICIANS POST-WAR

...we can't go down through certain parts of the 
South and give a concert like we do overseas.

Ella Fitzgerald

I was able to envision my past, present and 
future as an artist and a Black man…

Quincy Jones

Extreme racism

Segregated audiences

Couldn't enter the front door

Welcomed the great jazz musicians

Early festivals in the French Riviera


First jazz festival in the world: Nice, 1948

THE 1958 

FESTIVAL DE CANNES FILMS
Amazing video and sound quality In crisp black and white

Captured by Jean-Christophe Averty

I’m immensely impressed with the festival here… largely 
the people, the audience we have who have accepted 

this thing. It’s surprising how much it seems to be liked.

Coleman Hawkins

Interviews MomentsPerformances

THE INA ARCHIVE FILMS

IN ST IT U T  NAT IO NAL D E  L'AU D IOV IS U E L 
HOW ELLA FITZGERALD, DIZZY GILLESPIE AND 
COUNTLESS BLACK MUSICIANS SOUGHT GREATER 
FREEDOM IN 1950s FRANCE

“The most significant treasure chest of

 archival jazz to emerge in years”


