




















• The Bedřich Smetana Museum 
founded in 1926 by the Commitee for
the Erection of a Monument of
Bedřich Smetana (since 1931 The
Bedřich Smetana Society)

1926

• The estate of the composer acquired1928

• Prague City Council lent the building of
the former Old town waterworks on 
the river bank

1935





• The museum opened for the public

• The 1. long-term exhibition1936

• The Bedřich Smetana Museum 
nationalised

• The Bedřich Smetana Society had to end 
its activities

1952

• The Bedřich Smetana Museum as a part 
of the Museum of Czech Literature

1958-
1975



• The 2. long-term exhibition1964

• Museum as a part of the Museum of
Czech Music (today the Czech Museum 
of Music), National Museum

1976

• The 3. and the newest long-term 
exhibition1998













• Smetana Collection

• Photo Archive

• 3 D Items

• Fine Art Collection

• Scenic Design Collection

• Librettos

• Printed Scores and sheet
music

• Collection of Recordings

• Non-music Manuscripts
and Prints

• Collection of Printed
Documents



SMETANA 

COLLECTION
(the estate of the composer
and other materials)



MUSICAL
AUTOGRAPHS

Almost complete 
oeuvre including 

fragments and 
sketches



CORRESPONDENCE



DIARIES

OTHER TEXTUAL

AUTOGRAPHS



PERSONAL
DOCUMENTS



LIBRETOS

PROGRAMMES AND 
POSTERS



PRINTED SCORES



SMETANA’S 
DRAWINGS



PORTRAITS



PERSONAL ARTICLES 

OF DAILY USE



Collection of items of
Smetana’s first wife

KATEŘINA



Collection of items
of Smetana’s
second wife

BETTINA





PHOTO-
ARCHIVE









3 D 
OBJECTS











SCENIC DESIGN 
COLLECTION











PRINTED 

DOCUMENTS











LIBRARY
Books and magazines

dating from the 19th century 
to the present

(about 5000 items)



ACQUISITING AND PROTECTING OF THE COLLECTIONS
• digitisation and restoration of the collections’ items

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ABOUT LIFE AND WORK OF THE COMPOSER
• presenting of the research to the public  
• editorial and publication work

EXHIBITION ACTIVITY
• thematic temporary exhibitions

LECTURES AND CONCERTS
• cycles of chamber concerts
• events in the cooperation with the Bedřich Smetana Society
• annual Prague Museum Night

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES FOR SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES

ACTIVITIES OF THE MUSEUM









MORE THAN 20 YEARS OF RESEARCH 
• Five volumes planned
• Diplomatic transcritions, digitization of the original letters and 

other items of the correspondence
• The complete catalogue of correspondence published in 2011 
• Collations and editorial work
• First volume published in 2016, second volume published in 2020
• Third volume in preparation

THE COMPLETE CRITICAL EDITION 
OF THE CORRESPONDENCE

THE CORRESPONDENCE PUBLISHED IN THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
• Commentaries in Czech and English





BEDŘICH SMETANA WEB PORTAL

WEB PORTAL ABOUT THE COMPOSER (in preparation)

• Two main categories:
– Life, work

• Catalogue of works online – the main goal for 2019-2023































Thank you for your
attention


