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Aim and Structure of this presentation 

Survey of collections, of different digitizing projects, and different methods of cataloguing two 

categories of ephemera in German speaking countries („D-A-CH“: Germany, Austria, 

Switzerland) 

 

A)  Playbills (Theaterzettel )  

 

B)  Theatre programmes (Theaterprogrammhefte ) 

 

•Where are collections? 

•How can they be accessed / Where can you find information? 

•Which collections are digitized? 

•Different examples of cataloguing 

 

Outlook 
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Definitions 

Playbill 

 

a poster or handbill announcing a theatrical or other artistic performance giving short 

information about the event, the place and time of performance, the performers, the ticket 

prices etc. The first playbills in German language were published in the early 16th century. 

 

 

Theatre programme 

 

A programme […] is a booklet available for patrons attending a live event such as theatre 

performances, fêtes, sports events, etc. […] outlining the parts of the event scheduled to 

take place, principal performers and background information. […]  It may be provided free 

of charge by the event organisers or a charge may be levied. -   

     (Wikipedia English) 
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Map of Central Europe – German language area 1910 
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A) Playbills 
 

17th century: 

Few playbills are handed down. Up to now they can only be found in local catalogues. They 

should all be digitized and presented in a central database. Best place to look for 

documents of the 17th century: http://www.zvdd.de/en/start/ 

Zvdd (Zentrales Verzeichnis Digitalisierter Drucke) is the central access point to printed 

works from the 15th century up to today, digitized in Germany.  

 

18th century: the most reliable and comprehensive index for playbills is 

Bibliographia dramatica et dramaticorum : kommentierte Bibliographie der im ehemaligen 

deutschen Reichsgebiet gedruckten und gespielten Dramen des 18. Jahrhunderts nebst 

deren Bearbeitungen und Übersetzungen und ihrer Rezeption bis in die Gegenwart / 

Reinhart Meyer. – up to now 34 (of c.36 scheduled) volumes (1986-2011) 

 > contains records of various publication genres, also playbills 

Documenta dramatica. Repertoire des Sprech-, Musik- und Tanztheaters im Mitteleuropa des 

18. Jahrhunderts > will contain 3.000 playbills (transcriptions) 
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Reinhart Meyer: Bibliographia dramatica… Vol 29 (1784-86) 
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19th century: 

Around 1800 a large number of theatres was founded in Germany/ Austria/ Switzerland 

 „explosion“ of production of theatre playbills, about 300 per theatre per year: 

       30.000 per city/ collection if all were preserved 

 Due to „ephemeral“ status and several wars the number is not complete  

20th/ 21th century: 

Number of theatres increases: not only state or municipal theatres, also many private theatres 

(Berlin 1925: 55 theatres; 1995: 54 theatres |; Vienna 1925: 20 theatres, 1995: 38 theatres) 

      [source: Deutsches Bühnenjahrbuch] 

Description of playbill collections on collection level 

 Handbuch der historischen Buchbestände in Deutschland, Österreich und Europa / 

Bernhard Fabian (60 collections of playbills) 

    http://fabian.sub.uni-goettingen.de/fabian 

 Theater – Zettel – Sammlungen /ed. by Matthias Pernerstorfer ;                

Vol 1 (Vienna 2012), Vol 2 (Vienna 2015) : 11 German collections, 4 Austrian, 4 Czech, 3 

Serbian collections are described 
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Rheingold vs. Blue Danube Kersting-Meuleman 

After 2000 several digitizing projects were started. - No national project but local initiatives, 

partly funded by Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, partly funded by regional councils etc. 

 

collection 
time 
range 

number of 
items 

catalog
ue 

project 

year 

status 

 
www address 

Berlin 

State 

Library 

1796-

1814. 1870 

    -1943 

c.30.000  c.2005- in progress 
Only 

catalogue 

http://berlinerklassik.bbaw.de/B

K 

http://stabikat.de/ 

Bremen 

SuUB 

1792-

1810 

23.000   2013- in progress 
(Herold-

Stiftung)  

http://brema.suub.uni-

bremen.de/suubtheater 

Detmold 

Lipp. LB 

1777-

1953 

1047   2004-06 completed http://www.llb-

detmold.de/literatursuche/region

aldok-lippe.html 

Düssel-

dorf ULB 

1802-

1918 

13.069  2012-13 completed 

 

http://digital.ub.uni-

duesseldorf.de 

Erfurt 
Stadtarchiv 

1894-

1941 

14.000  2008-09 Local 

access 

http://archivalia.hypotheses.org/

25118 

http://berlinerklassik.bbaw.de/BK
http://berlinerklassik.bbaw.de/BK
http://brema.suub.uni-bremen.de/
http://brema.suub.uni-bremen.de/
http://brema.suub.uni-bremen.de/


27. Juni 2017 9 

Bremen / Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek 
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Detmold / Lippische Landesbibliothek 
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collection 
time 
range 

number of 
items catalogue 

project 

year 

status 

 
www address 

Karlsruhe 

Bad. LB 

1813-

1933 

25.966  

 

2015-16 completed 
Unterstützt durch 

Badisch. 

Staatstheater in 

Karlsruhe  

 

https://digital.blb-

karlsruhe.de 

 

Oldenburg 

LB 

1832-

1945 

10.000  

 

gefördert vom 

Niedersächsischen 

Ministerium für 

Wissenschaft und 

Kultur und von der 

Stadt Oldenburg 

http://digital.lb-

oldenburg.de 

Stuttgart 

Landes-

Archiv 

1858-

1947 

Not 

indicated 

2015- https://www2.landesarc

hiv-

bw.de/ofs21/olf/struktur

.php 

Weimar 
HAAB et al. 

 

1754-

1969 

48.300  2009-12 completed 
(DFG, Stiftung 

Weim Klassik) 

http://www.theaterzettel

-weimar 

Wien ÖNB 1805-

1904 

100.000  2003-11 completed 

 

 

http://anno.onb.ac.at/cg

i-content 

Würzburg 

UB 

1804-

1902 

7.000  

 

2004-05 completed 

 

http://theaterzettel.fran

conica 

Wien 

THEO 

1795-

1904 

 

1,5 Mio. 2010- http://www.theaterzettel

.at/datenbank 

https://digital.blb-karlsruhe.de/
https://digital.blb-karlsruhe.de/
https://digital.blb-karlsruhe.de/


27. Juni 2017 12 



27. Juni 2017 13 



27. Juni 2017 14 



27. Juni 2017 15 

Two examples of access to digitized playbill collections 

 

„Blue Danube“ (Vienna, ÖNB) c.100.000 items 

• Part of ANNO – Austrian Newspapers online 

  calendar presentation + full text search. 

  Full text search in progress  (beta version):  

  3.500 Vienna playbills from 1878-1944 (June 2017) 

 

„Rheingold“  (Düsseldorf, ULB) 13.000 items 

 thoroughly catalogued: 

 links to authority files not only for work, author, corporate body  

 but also for every actor 
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„Blue Danube“ – ANNO Österreichische Nationalbibliothek 01 
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„Blue Danube“ – ANNO Österreichische Nationalbibliothek 02 
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„Blue Danube“ – ANNO Österreichische Nationalbibliothek 03 
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„Blue Danube“ – ANNO Österreichische Nationalbibliothek 03 

Rheingold vs Blue Danube - Kersting-Meuleman 
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„Blue Danube“ – ANNO Österreichische Nationalbibliothek 04 

full text search (comprises newspapers and playbills) 
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“Rheingold”  -  Düsseldorfer Theaterzettel 

Düsseldorf – Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek 01 
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Rheingold vs. Blue Danube Kersting-Meuleman 

http://digital.ub.uni-duesseldorf.de/theaterzettel 
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“Rheingold”  -  Düsseldorfer Theaterzettel   

Düsseldorf – Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek 03 

Rheingold vs. Blue Danube   Kersting-Meuleman 
ting-Meuleman 
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“Rheingold”  -  Düsseldorfer Theaterzettel   

Düsseldorf – Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek 04: 

search for actor „Adam, Theodor“ 
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Extent/ Quality of catalogue records for playbills:  

number of categories, link to authority files 

●without link to authority file 

●linked to authority file 

Collection Title Author 
(Text 

/Music) 

Actors, 

Singers 

Corporate 

body 

Series Full text Digital 

image 

Berlin 
(State Libr) 

● 
 

● 
 

●| ● 
 

● 
 

O ● O 

Bremen 
(SuUB) 

● ● 
 

O ● 
 

O O ● 

Detmold 
(Lipp. LB) 

● ● ● ● O ● ● 

Düsseldorf 
(ULB) 

● 
 

● 
 

● 
 

● 
 

O O ● 

Karlsruhe 
(Bad. LB) 

● ● ● ● ● OCR ● 

Weimar 
(HAAB, 

Archives) 

● 
 

● 
 

● ● O O ● 

Wien (ÖNB) ● ● ● ● ● OCR ● 
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FID Darstellende Kunst Search „Cendrillon“ 
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FID Darstellende Kunst „Cendrillon“ with bibliographic data 
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THEO – Theaterzettel Online (Vienna: Austrian Theatre Museum) 
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End of part I (Playbills) -  [curtain between:] 

Ludwig Sievert: scenery for Carmina burana, Frankfurt/M. 1937 
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B Theatre programmes 

 

Theatre programme collections in Germany: 

(59 cities -  66 collections) 

Aachen (Stadtarchiv; Stadtbibliothek), Bad Homburg, Bielefeld, Braunschweig, Bremen, Celle, 

Chemnitz, Coburg, Darmstadt (Staatsarchiv, Stadtarchiv, ULB), Dessau, Dresden (SLUB, 

Stadtarchiv), Düsseldorf, Essen, Frankfurt am Main (Institut für Stadtgeschichte, UB), 

Frankfurt/Oder, Freiburg, Gelsenkirchen, Gera, Gießen, Greifswald (Stadtarchiv, UB), 

Güstrow, Halle, Hannover (Landes-/Staatsarchiv), Heilbronn, Kaiserslautern, Karlsruhe 

(Landesarchiv, Stadtarchiv), Kiel, Koblenz, Kürten, Lübeck, Magdeburg, Marbach, Marburg, 

Meiningen (Staatsarchiv, Museum), Mönchengladbach, München (Hauptstaatsarchiv, 

Bayer. Staatsbibliothek, Theatermuseum, UB), Münster, Nürnberg, Oldenburg 

(Staatsarchiv, Stadtarchiv), Potsdam, Rudolstadt, Schleswig, Schwerin 

(Landeshauptarchiv, Stadtarchiv), Speyer, Stuttgart, Weimar, Wiesbaden 

(Hauptstaatsarchiv, Stadtbibliothek), Wolfenbüttel, Würzburg, Wien. 

  [source: Survey on concert programme collections, Kersting-Meuleman 2005] 

More collections in: Germany (specialized institutions: academies,  conservatories, museums),  

Baltic States, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Italy, Switzerland … 

Rheingold vs. Blue Danube   Kersting-Meuleman 
 



27. Juni 2017 31 

Large Theatre Programme collections in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland 

 

 

Berlin: Akademie der Künste (Archive/ Archiv Darstellende Kunst) 

 Thematic and personal collections. Up to now 3000 volumes of theatre programmes in database. 

     https://archiv.adk.de/B  

Bern: Schweizerische Theatersammlung 

  Die Standorte der Archivalien ergeben sich aus folgenden Kriterien: geographisch (innerhalb dieser chronologisch), 
nach Personennamen oder nach Fachbegriffen.  online access  

 

Cologne: Theaterwissenschaftliche Sammlung der Universität zu Köln 

Das Programmheftarchiv umfasst Theaterzettel und Programmhefte vorwiegend von deutschsprachigen Theatern seit 
Ende des 18. Jahrhunderts. Es ist nach Orten, Theatern und Spielzeiten geordnet. Einsichtnahme in die Bestände 
auf Anfrage.   online access  

 

Frankfurt: University Library   

 http://www.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/musik/programmhefte.html 

 number of items: more than 50.000  online access via union catalogue up to 1989  

     online access via union catalogue from 1990   

München: Deutsches Theatermuseum 

 www.deutschestheatermuseum.de/  

 number of items: more than 100.000 online access via union catalogue     

 

Vienna: Theatermuseum 

 Von den meisten Wiener Bühnen existieren Theaterzettel (für den Bestand des 19. Jahrhunderts, vgl. auch THEO) 
, Programmhefte , Almanache sowie eine große Anzahl an Theatertexten . Letztere sind über einen Stücke-
(Titel)Zettelkatalog vor Ort einsehbar. Der ebenfalls dazu zählende Bestand der alten Burgtheaterbibliothek 
umfasst...  
http://www.theatermuseum.at/hinter-den-kulissen/bibliothek/bestand/  

  

https://archiv.adk.de/B
http://www.theatermuseum.at/hinter-den-kulissen/bibliothek/bestand/
http://www.theatermuseum.at/hinter-den-kulissen/bibliothek/bestand/
http://www.theatermuseum.at/hinter-den-kulissen/bibliothek/bestand/
http://www.theatermuseum.at/hinter-den-kulissen/bibliothek/bestand/
http://www.theatermuseum.at/hinter-den-kulissen/bibliothek/bestand/
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Records of theatre, concert and other programmes in union catalogues of  

Germany, Austria, and Switzerland 

Union Catalogue Programmheft (ALL) Programmheft (SW) 

BVB (Bavaria) 3.873 2.933 

GBV (North, Sachsen-

Anhalt, Thüringen, State 

Library Berlin) 

35.657 33.287 

HBZ (NRW) 1.000 1.000 

HeBIS (Hesse) 26.804 3.015 

KOBV (Berlin-

Brandenburg) 

2.148 651 

State Library (Berlin) 30.952 30.861 

SWB (South-West, 

Sachsen) 

3.424 1.602 

DNB (Nat. Library) 805 75 

ZDB (journal database) 453 0 

ÖBV (Austria) 1.463 Swissbib 2.528 

ÖNB (Nat. Library) 1.729 Swiss Nat. Library 581 
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Theatre programmes in the catalogue of the German National 

Library (DNB Frankfurt/Leipzig) 

Theatre programmes in library catalogues 

Example German National Library: 
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Theatre programme record of the German National Library  

Basic description + (if available) PDF of the 

table of contents. 

 

 

Fromental Halévy (1799-1862), La juive : Oper in 

fünf Akten / Bayerische Staatsoper. - München : 

Bayerische Staatsoper, [2016]. - 211 Seiten : 

Illustrationen ; 24 cm 

Im Impressum: "Programmbuch zur 

Neuinszenierung La juive von Fromental Halévy 

am 26. Juni 2016 im Nationaltheater München" 

ISBN Festeinband 

DNB-SG: B 780 

Inhaltsverzeichnis als PDF: 

http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04 

 

http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04
http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04
http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04
http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04
http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04
http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04
http://d-nb.info/1105493989/04


27. Juni 2017 35 

Catalogue record of theatre programmes in the  

University Library  Frankfurt am Main 

Catalogue of the University Library Frankfurt 
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Search with title and genre term „Programmheft“ (Frankfurt UB) 
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Conclusions 

A) Playbills 

Are easy to digitize. It depends on the number of items if „deep“ cataloguing makes 

sense. For large quantities (e.g. the collections of National and State Libraries 

exceeding 100.000 items) full text search of the scanned items can be the means of 

choice. – Useful is the creation of a link to the season as „broader term“ resp. 

convolute. You can start to catalogue the convolutes, and later add single items. 

 

B) Theatre Programmes 

Digitization isn‘t done in larger quantity because of copyright reasons. You have to ask 

the authors, the theatres and the photographers before you can publish digitized 

theatre programmes.  

In German, Austrian and Swiss union catalogues only the theatre programs possessed 

by libraries can be found.  

The portal FID Darstellende Kunst also offers access to the collections of Theatre 

Archives and Museums.  
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Thank you!   
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