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* Publish collected works of five composers

+ Revision of the existing collected works of
Edvard Grieg

* Publish selected works of three composers

+ Publish selected single works of a number of
other composers
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The Norwegian Music Heritage Project is a joint model of organization. Many Norwegian music institutions contribute. The National Library coordinates the project from a conservation point of view, whereas the University of Oslo coordinates the national research effort. The aim of this project is to conserve and publish important parts of the classical Norwegian music heritage. On picture 18 you can see some of the plans of the project.
The National Library’s ambition is to digitize all its collections of different material types, and wants to show the historical material as well as the modern aspects of the cultural heritage.

As a result of the Music Heritage Project, the National Library has prioritized music manuscripts in the ongoing digitizing activity. The National Library owns manuscripts by most Norwegian composers, together with a big collection of folk music manuscripts. On our homepage (see picture 19 and 20) you now can see music manuscripts, approximately 150 000 pages: Operas, symphonies, cantatas, songs, piano pieces, folk music and so on. We have digitized music manuscripts from early in the nineteenth century to around 1970.

Here you can see some examples: Music, transcriptions and compositions, from early in the nineteenth century (picture no 21 and 22) and compositions of Agathe Backer Grøndahl (1847-1907), who was a composer and pianist (picture no 23). We have digitized around 30 Norwegian operas, on picture no 24 you can see two pages from one of them. The last picture shows music from on one of the most known Norwegian composers in the twentieth century, Fartein Valen (1887- 1952).
These pictures are examples of what you now can find on The National Library’s homepage. It is our hope that the digitized manuscripts can be used by musicians and researchers and that the forthcoming efforts to save and reconstruct our music heritage will provide us with many great musical experiences in the future.
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