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New music on display



Music collection 
at Artes Erasmushuis

- Specialist literature on 
Western classical music 

- From middle ages to 1950

Visited by:

Music collection 
at MATRIX

- Art music since 1950
- Priority on scores (+30 

000) and recordings (+15 
000), specialist literature

- Flemish music within an 
international context

- everyone with an interest 
in new music: from students 
to professionals 
(musicologists, composers, 
musicians, music teachers) 
to new music lovers with no 
professional background in 
music at all

- mainly students and 
researchers



• Documentation centre
• Music education
• Contemporary music heritage

=> MATRIX aims to position itself at the 
instersection of musicology as a science, the 
active musical life and the general public

MATRIX [NEW MUSIC CENTRE]



Pop-up exhibitions: 
Open up our collections and archives

2017 / 2018 / 2023 ‘Goeyvaerts Gespiegeld’
Pop-up exihibition about the life and work of Karel 
Goeyvaerts 

2019 / 2020 ‘Nobody is perfect! (Luc Brewaeys Sixty)’ 
Pop-up exhibition on the music of Luc Brewaeys



An exhibition about music… 

An opportunity to combine different media:
• sketches

• manuscripts

• letters

• newspaper cuttings

• Photos

 ‘Goeyvaerts Archive’ 
at KU Leuven University archive

• video excerpts

• audio excerpts

 Archives of our public broadcaster



An exhibition about music leads to… 

Concert visitors, music enthusiasts, experts, musicians, casual passengers diving into the 
composer’s story and exploring the musical scores…

Fruitful collaborations with ensembles and concert halls.



Online exhibitions - advantages

• Whenever, wherever 
• Explore at own pace
• Multiple layers of in-depth content
you can include longer texts, articles or 
extended videos
• Visitors can explore their own paths 
• Illuminate the subject from various 

perspectives
• Build upon existing material and 

insights, putting them in a 
contemporary context

• Creating much needed material on new 
music in Dutch 



Online exhibitions - challenges

• No control over the conditions: 
distraction, poor quality sound devices,…



• Exhibition 
10.03.2022 > 12.06.2022 
at the KU Leuven University Library

• Online exhibition 
www.brewaeysunfolding.be

• Publication 



LUC BREWAEYS (1959-2015) • One of the most important Flemish 
composers of his generation with 
international recognition

• Studied with André Laporte, 
Franco Donatoni, Brian 
Ferneyhough. Had contact with 
Iannis Xenakis, Tristan Murail and a 
lifelong friendship with Jonathan 
Harvey

• Spectralism with a distinctive 
personal twist





• Transfer of Luc Brewaeys’ artistic archive to the KU Leuven University Archive

• Objectives: 
 approach Brewaeys’ music from various angles
 layered storytelling
 combining various partners (having each a unique perspective on the subject)
 combining various ‘genres’ (from hardcore music analyses to fascinating anecdotes)
 Combining various presentation forms: an exhibition, online exhibition with podcast 

and a publication



KU Leuven University Library

the exhibition



• PERSONAL BELONGINGS FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS
→ Birgit Van Cleemput, André 

Laporte, Johan Huys

SOURCES:
• BREWAEYS ARCHIVE 

→ Manuscript scores
→ Unfinished scores
→ Recordings
→ Video documentaries
→ Letters
→ Cuttings from journals and 

magazines
→ Program booklets
→ Posters and flyers
→ Photos
→ Personal calendars

• VRT ARCHIVE 
→ Radio interviews
→ Music recordings
→ Video documentaries



WHISKY AND SCORES















the web exhibition



the publication
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