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New Zealand, report 2012
Our annual conference began at Victoria University in Wellington on Thursday, 3 November
2011, with sessions ranging from Internet piracy legislation to the problems of editing Bach
(accompanied with practical examples) and back to a history of New Zealand music publishing.
On the second day we moved to the Wellington Cathedral of St. Paul for sessions about topics
such as the future of orchestral music, film music in New Zealand, and the introduction of
Freegal in public libraries.
A great deal of the discussion at the AGM on Friday morning concerned improving
communication with our members. Several practical suggestions were proposed. It was also
noted that attendance at the conference had been particularly high, up to 30 at some sessions,
which was very gratifying but also caused some problems with seating. Consequently, a IAML
NZ Facebook page was established (http://www.facebook.com/pages/IAML-NewZealand/192374624176200) and has been both informative and fairly low-maintenance. The
majority of the users, thus far, have not been IAML members, however. Perhaps it will end up
serving a slightly different function as a promotional forum for the organisation.
The email newsletter that was sent to all members after the last executive meeting also proved
successful, judging by the feedback received.
RILM
Elizabeth Smith has taken over as chair of the committee of Marilyn Portman, Roger Flury, and
Phillippa McKeown-Green. In 2011-2012, 41 book and article abstracts were submitted. The
committee has also divided up the work on the missing volumes of Music in New Zealand and
indexing will be undertaken this year.
Membership and Administration
Membership of IAML (NZ) Branch for 2012 was 16 international members (institutional and
individual) + 12 local members.
The President is Phillippa McKeown-Green (University of Auckland), the Treasurer is Elizabeth
Smith (Massey University) and the Secretary is Joan Clayton (Wellington Cathedral of St Paul).
Publications
Our journal Crescendo is now being published twice a year in a more substantial edition. The
article that was most commented on this year was a personal account of the impact of the
Canterbury earthquake on the work of the Radio NZ Sound Archives in Christchurch by Marie
O’Connell.
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