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Outline

* Context: Marvin Duchow Music Library (MDML) and
Schulich School of Music (SSoM)

* Sabbatical project: July 2024 — June 2025

* Data sources, research methodology, and study outcomes

* Conclusion: Study’s significance
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McGill Conservatorium
established in 1904.

Faculty of Music constituted in
1920,

Earliest consulted evidence of
demand-driven acquisition: 1924.
1930s: Carnegie Corporation
funding enabled modest
collecting in response to music
faculty requests.

Dean Harry Crane Perrin’s memo to
University Librarian Gerhard Lomer, 10 Dec. 1924.

10th Deor., 1924,

Dr. Gerhard Lomer,
Redpath Library,
McGill University.

Dear Dr. Lomer,

1 do not know whether I havs recommended the
following books for the Library:

£ Mysic by W. J. Turner, publuhnd
variations on the Theme O 18 v LRI S s
Dictionary of Wodern ¥usic and Wusicians pub. by Dont 35/~
Mr. Hufnagel came to see me the other day nnd showed

8§ mintature full score copy of Bach's Ness
vary cheep st §3.50. fe 8lso has the whols set of Besthoven's

in B minor which 1s
nine
symphonies, full score, Litolff Tdition, which he is willing to let
u heve if we require thcn at 77.00 for the whola lot. oy are all

msed copiss, ! He also has the whols of Lisrt’'s Pianoforte works
hx twelve volumes, sdited by Seuer, which he would lst us have Bor
36.00. T supposs ws have the Beethoven symphcniss in the Ltbrary,
but at the same time it would not hurt to have a d\xp]ialth o t ir
it were possibla

1 think we ought to get for sither the “oo\t ™Mub o
the 1h ary & book published by the Oxford Upiversity “res ntnled
vey of fomtemporary ¥usic' by Cecil Upay at 7/6, d 'A Margine

a
or K\xsic by Pdwin Evans, also published by the Oxford Ugiverulty
3/

erhaps you will let me know at jour conyanisnce
whether any or these can be considared for the Library.

Yours very truly, I\

Dean. X

McGill Conservatorium
in the Workman House

5
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Be The Committee proposes to allot to a department
annually a sum to be used for both books and periodicals on
the department list. Departments will thus be able to decide

for themselves the proportional amounts to be spent on books
and periodicals.

7e As the Committee is concerned not only with the
Immediate distribution of funds but with the building up of
- book collections in a co—ordinated manner, it feels that all
~_  departments should actively co-—operate in the selection of
\ books and periodicalse. As a means to this end, the Committee
> asks you to designate some member of your Department who
hag a specialized knowledge of 1ts books and periodicals and

an active intereset in library development, t0 be the represents
ative of your Department in library matters.

Libraries memo to Dean Clarke, announcing new
model of collection fund distribution, 14 Nowv. 1935.
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Marvin Duchow, 1914-1979

T McGill

Libraries
Bibliotheques




The peculiar irony of my position is that of all the institu-
tions represented here McGill is, I venture to say, the only one with a but

half-functioning music library, and without benefit of music librarian.

Thus, one segment of our holdmgs is housed in the central university
library—Redpath Library—and is in general circulation. The remainder
—an important segment comprising an accumulation of old nineteenth
century editions inherited by gift and bequeathal, as well as a solid core
of recent publications in the field of collected editions—is scattered about,
uncatalogued in various nooks and crannies of the Faculty building.

Duchow, M. (1960). Canadian Music Libraries: Some Observations. Nozes, 18(1), 33—39.

https://doi.org/10.2307/893269




Olive Hosmer House, 3500 Redpath St.

'glesehdmber Mua
“2¢iQ@rchestrsl p
au ‘Collegium Mus
oose sheet ;

o _Reference Works

s:lpum»Scorea v 3
stecked on tablo — —-05~ TN

First official Music Librarian hired in 1965:
Deborah Ruth Longhurst (née Hueston)
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* Kathleen Toomey (1936-2023) was hired
in 1967.

* Growth of program offerings,
collections, and student body

* Space inadequacies .

2. approximately 25% be placed at the disposal of the

librarian toward the ordering of both undergraduste and
graduate materials (scores, reference works, etec.) at her
discretion;

Minutes of the [Music| Library Committee, 17 October 1967
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1964 — 1975

g home of the Faculty of
4 .
AW £ Music was renamed the

L E
[ -

From left to right: Possibly
Dean Helmut Blume,
Istvan Anhalt, and Dean
Paul Pedersen in the newly

assembled Electronic

Music Studio (EMS)

Music Library in the
East Wing of the
Strathcona Building
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1976 — 1990s: Period of significant growth

* 1978: PhD programs in Musicology, Music Theory, and Music
Education introduced
* 1979: MMus in Sound Recording launched
* 1980: Music Library named in honour of late .

Dean Marvin Duchow

* 1981: First Canadian BMus program in Jazz established
* 1985: Kathleen Toomey departed to pursue a PhD in Scottish history
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® 1986 Cynthia Eeive
appointed Head Librarian

*  1991: MDML. relocated to a
temporary location

e MDML described as the
“heart” of the Faculty
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Overall, the relocation of the Marvin Duchow Music Library has been a
very positive experience. As a medium-sized facility serving a very large
and diverse Faculty of Music, the Library must be extremely flexible. In
asmuch astherightenvironment has helped us tobe flexible and to provide
efficient service, the Library is a success. As we look ahead, we are faced
with perhaps the more difficult task of providing the scores and recordings
which will satisfy our users’ needs. We would hope that the next time the
Music Library is faced with a space problem, it will be because our
collections have overwhelmed us!

Cynthia Leive
Music Librarian

Music McGill, 1992, p.7.
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2000 - 2018

*  Elizabeth Wirth Music Building
construction began in 2003, and

the facility opened in 2005.
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Undergraduate
Bachelor of Music

Minor Programs
Bachelor of Arts in Music
Licentiate in Music

Double majors and Double
Degrees

Master's

Composition; M.Mus.
Conducting; M.Mus.
Early Music; M.Mus.

Jazz Performance; M.Mus.

Music Education; M.A.

Doctoral

Applied Performance
Sciences; Ph.D.

Composition; Ph.D.
Composition; D.Mus.
Interdisciplinary Studies; Ph.D.
Music Education; Ph.D.

Music Technology; M.A.

Music Theory; M.A.
Musicology; M.A.

Opera and Voice; M.Mus.

Orchestral Instruments &

Guitar; M.Mus.
Organ; M.Mus.

Musicology; Ph.D.

Music Technology; Ph.D.
Music Theory; Ph.D.
Performance Studies; D.Mus.

Sound Recording; Ph.D.

Piano - Collaborative; M.Mus.

Piano; M.Mus.

Sound Recording; M.Mus.

T McGill | s e

Graduate Certificate

(Cert.) Performance Choral
Conducting

McGill-UdeM Piano-Vocal Arts
Residency

Graduate Diplomas

Graduate Diplomain
Performance

Post-Graduate Artist Diploma
in Performance

Graduate Courses

Graduate Studies in Music
Seminars
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My sabbatical project
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Timing of my
sabbatical

* Chance discovery of Music Library
. Advisory Committee minutes from

1965

* Early generations of MDML
workers and stakeholders now in

their 80s or 90s

* Major shift in organizational
archiving practices around 2000
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Importance of music library histories

* Bridging institutional knowledge gaps.
* Promoting music library’s support for music scholarship over time. .
* Informing strategic leadership and service planning.

* Strengthening advocacy, outreach, and donor engagement efforts.

* Raising music library’s profile at local, national and international
levels.

* Trends come and go—good service is the constant!

B McGill | s,



S ey
e ST A
o i oo

(45

Data sources and

methodology
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Data collection activities and procedures

* Non-restricted archival sources
* Semi-structured interviews

* Published secondary sources

* [Informal consultations
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Interviews

* Former and current ML librarians and staft with

- 10+ years of service. .

* Former/current deans and key administrators of
Schulich School of Music and McGill Libraries.

* Select SSoM faculty with strong library ties, offering
valuable perspectives.
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Methodology

* Thematic analysis

* Data organization and triangulation
* Constructionist approach
* Appreciative inquiry
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Appreciative inquiry

“Fundamentally, [appreciative inquiry] seeks, to build a
constructive union between a whole people and the
- massive entirety of what people talk about as past and -
present capacities ... [and] assumes that every living system
has many untapped and rich and inspiring accounts of the
posttive.” (Cooperrider and Whitney, p. 613)

Cooperrider, D. L., & Whitney, D. (2000). A positive revolution in change: Appreciative inquiry. In R.T.
Golembiewski (Ed.), Handbook of Organizational Behavior, Revised and Expanded (2" ed., 611-629).

Routledge.
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https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.4324/9781482290011
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.4324/9781482290011
https://doi-org.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/10.4324/9781482290011

Study outcomes

* Paper presentations at McGill and music library conferences

* Short pieces (e.g., Canadian Encyclopedia article,

post)
* Peer-reviewed article(s) in CAMI. Review

ML blog
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Discussion

* National significance: How can one tell the story of the
whole in any substantial detail when the history of
each individual entity has not yet been compiled?

* The study has allowed me to step back from daily
operations and objectively listen to others’ perceptions and
experiences of the Marvin Duchow Music Library.
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Thank youl

Houman Behzadi

Email: houman.behzadi@mcgill.ca
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