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About project

• ongoing project (2024–2028) in National Library of the Czech Republic (NL CR), Music Department

• with an institutional support for the Long-term Conceptual Development of a Research

Organization, research area: Musicology, (provider: Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic)

• builds on and develops the Union Music Catalogue of the NL CR

• systematic registration of musical sources in Czechoslovakia since the 1960s

• chronology:

• 1952 RISM (Répertoire International des Sources Musicales) was founded in Paris

• 1956 CSR State Library (now NL CR) added as a RISM contributing institution

• 1965 Union Music Catalogue was established in NL CR

• 1960–1969 research of musical sources in Bohemia (Institute of Musicology, Academy of 

Sciences), 1969 the Guide to Sources for the History of Music was published

• 2024 Database of Historical Music Collections in the Czech Republic (NL CR) as a synthesis of 

these projects and their development
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Union Music Catalogue of the National Library of the Czech Republic

• central inventory of musical sources in Bohemia 
and Moravia

• manuscript and printed music 1650–1950 (main 
focus 1750–1850)

• 180 music collections in museum, libraries, 
archives, monasteries, churches

• cca 400.000 processed documents (1 million 
records in paper cards)

• UMC was established in 1965 in Czechoslovak 
State Library (now NL CR) by musicologist and 
librarian Oldřich Pulkert (1929–2016) et al.

• the largest volume of work was carried out in the 
first 10 years (1965–1975) by several dozens of 
musicologists

• 1966 Slovak National Museum in Bratislava took
over the coordination of work in Slovakia (Slovak
Catalogue of Music-Historical Sources, 1967) 
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Union Music Catalogue of the National Library of the Czech Republic

• many collections registered in UMC are stored in state 

institutions, e.g.:

• National Museum – Czech Museum of Music (Prague)

• Moravian Museum (Brno)

• State District Archive Česká Lípa

• National Library of the Czech Republic (Prague)

• Moravian Library (Brno)

• Prague Conservatoire's Library etc.

• aristocratic music collections:

• Schwarzenberg family (Český Krumlov)

• Lichtenstein-Castelcorno (Kroměříž)

• Waldstein (Doksy)

• Lobkowitz (Roudnice nad Labem)

• Haugwitz (Náměšť nad Oslavou) etc.

• monasteries (Broumov, Břevnov, Strahov, Teplá), churches etc.
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Union Music Catalogue of the National Library of the Czech Republic

• Union Music Catalogue Guide (ed. by Marc 

Niubo), publ. 2014 – inventory of all collections 

catalogued in UMC

• 60th anniversary of UMC in this year

• recataloguing UMC card records to RISM

• Database of Historical Music Collections as 

presentation and continuation of the UMC

project



• first systematic research of musical sources in 

Czechoslovakia (1960s)

• 1958 founded Institute of Musicology (Faculty of Arts, 

Charles University) by Prof. Mirko Očadlík

• 1960 research of musical sources started there

Questionnaires (1960 – 1965) →
• 1964 after the dissolution of the Institute, the project 

continued at the Institute for Musicology of the 

Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (founded 1962)

• 1965 – 1968 field survey in Bohemia by team of

researchers: Jan Kouba, Tomislav Volek, Eva Mikanová, 

Jaroslav Bužga, external musicologist: Zdeněk Šesták

• 1968 memorandum on the protection of musical sources

was published in periodical Umění, vol. 16 (1968), p. 347
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Guide to Sources for the History of Music (1969)
Průvodce po pramenech k dějinám hudby



Guide to Sources for the History of Music (1969)
Průvodce po pramenech k dějinám hudby

• 1969 Guide to Sources for the History of Music 

was published →

• reports from 135 state, district and regional

archives, 230 museums and memorials, 80 

castles, monasteries and libraries, 700 churches 

and parish offices, many private collections or 

scientific institutes

• music sheets, musical instruments, archival 

materials, books on music, correspondence of 

musicians, iconography or three-dimensional 

objects

• Moravian music collections left to the competence 

of Moravian Museum in Brno: Guide to the 

archival holdings of the Institute of the History 

of Music of the Moravian Museum in Brno

published by T. Straková & col. in 1971              →

Eliška Šedivá, Music Department of the National Library of the Czech Republic, 7. 7. 2025 Salzburg



RISM (Répertoire International des Sources Musicales)
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• cca 100 Czech and Moravian music collection

processed in RISM (completely or partially)

• more than 73.000 records

• 296 institutions in RISM C series (195 of them

without any musical documents attached) -

revision and updating of data in RISM

• expansion of the Czech RISM Working Group to 

include additional contributors in the framework 

of future cooperation with other institutions in 

building the Database of Historical Music 

Collections in Czech Republic



Database of Historical Music Collections in the Czech Republic

• information portal, but also a working space for researchers, students, archivists and librarians who 

would like to be involved in its development

• the database is Czech – English

• for now focused on „historical“ collections

• possible wider use in the future for 20th century documents and other types of sources (e.g. musical 

instruments, archival documents, correspondence of musicians, etc.)

• database of provenances (where the surviving musical sources originated and where they were 

used)

• main data: 

• locations (original provenances)

• names of the collections

• the current locations of the music collections

• contents of the collections
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Database of Historical Music Collections in the Czech Republic

• Guide 1969: many data are ambiguous and out of date (changes in 

names of institutions, street names and addresses)

• solved problems: 

• transfers of collections, their losses or dividing

• survived sources from destroyed churches (e.g. St. Leonard 

church in Sangerberg) or vanished villages (e.g. Horní 

Kralovice demolished and flooded in 1970s, today – water

reservoir Švihov)

• evacuated collections, confiscations, restitutions

• collectors, e.g. music collection of Ondřej Horník (1864–1917) 

in National Museum (14.000 items of music sheets, music 

instruments etc.)

• sensitive informations in the Guide 1969 (reports of unsecured 

music documents in churches) – records in the database are 

published with regard to the current state of protection of 

individual music collections
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Horní Kralovice

(photo Eduard Doubek,

contributor: Jan Novák),

source: Zaniklé obce a

objekty (Verschwundene

Orte und Objekt)

Prameny (Sangerberg)

contributor: Michal Urban

source: Zaniklé obce a

objekty (Verschwundene

Orte und Objekt)









































































Database of Historical Music Collections in the Czech Republic

• statistics (June 2025):

• 1624 provenances (music 

collections or individual 

documents belonging to a 

particular provenance)

• about 1/3 of the records

are published in database 

now (music collections

registered in UMC, RISM, 

other references)

• 1177 excerpts from the 

Guide 1969: archives, 

museums, libraries, 

churches (including

negative findings),       

mostly not yet

published
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Database of Historical Music Collections in the Czech Republic

• Our plans:

• individual communication with institutions preserving musical sources

• questions based on the Guide 1969

• verification of the current state of the music collections, new music collections?

• offer professional help with the revision or inventory of unprocessed material

• provide the protection of music documents (if the current protection is insufficient)

• by agreement with the institution processing of the music collection for RISM

• many institutions do not have an electronic catalogue of these collections (a personal visit is 

required)

• upcoming cooperation with the Institute of Musicology (Faculty of Arts, Masaryk Univerzity 

Brno), starts in autumn 2025

• students will process music collections into RISM as part of their thesis

• involvement of students in the creation of a Database of Historical Music Collections in the CR
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Colloquium on the 60th Anniversary and Future 

Direction of the Union Music Catalogue of the NL CR

28/11/2025
National Library

of the Czech Republic
UMC60
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Contact
eliska.sediva@nkp.cz

Database of Historical Music Collections in the Czech Republic
https://aleph.nkp.cz/web/databaze_sbirek/eng/sbirky.htm

Eliška Šedivá
Radovan Zahořík

Thank you for your attention!
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