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Walder G.W. White Sheet Music Collection



Background
● Acquired in 2011 from collector Walder 

G.W. White

● Contains over 6,000 items

● Imprints: primarily Canada, U.S., U.K. 

● Dates: 1840s - 1970s

● Unique Canadian prairie content 
(Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba)



Project Timeline

● Described 2013-2018

● Support from Young Canada Works 
(YCW) program

● Students: Colette Leung, Quincy Hiscott, 
Adam Cohen

● Staff: Carmen Loconte, Luc Fagnan

● Digitization project approved March 
2023 

















Collection Metadata

















Sheet Music Consortium



● Catalogue of sheet music from 36 
institutions in the US, Canada and 
Australia, comprising over 340,000 
records

● About ⅔ of the collection has been 
digitized for online viewing

● Created with support from the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services, with a 
goal of open collection of digitized 
sheet music.

● Uses the Open Archives Initiative 
Protocol for Metadata Harvesting

Sheet Music Consortium

https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/


Digitization



Digitization proposal & selection
Digitization selection criteria 

● Value (Research, teaching and learning) 
● Uniqueness / Rarity
● Use 
● Preservation
● Access
● Continuity / Critical Mass 
● Collaboration 
● Development 

Feasibility

● Rights and privacy considerations
● Metadata requirements
● Physical condition 
● Technical requirements 



Digitization
Photo of boxes from the 5th floor 

Internet Archive Scribe v-cradle scannerBoxes of rehoused sheet music



Controlled Digital Lending (CDL)



What is Controlled Digital Lending (for sheet music)?
● Digital equivalent of traditional library lending

● Digital copy of sheet music held in the library collection, made 
available in a controlled digital environment 

● Own-to-loan ratio respected and file is read only for a limited loan 
period; no downloading, copying, etc. enabled

● Restricts access beyond what is technologically possible or expedient 
in order to mitigate copyright risk

More information: https://controlleddigitallending.org/ 

https://controlleddigitallending.org/


Canadian Copyright and 
Risk Assessment



Copyright is an enclosure 
mechanism and the Canadian 
Copyright Act is a policy 
instrument created by parliament. 

The Act provides rights holders 
with the sole right to produce, 
reproduce, perform, or publish 
works subject to copyright. 

The Act provides users with limited 
rights (comparatively) to make use 
of those works. 



Rights Holders’ Economic 
Rights 

General Users’ Right

Copyright Act of Canada https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/ 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/


Copyright Risk Assessment: Step 1, Public Domain Status
Public Domain Status = How much of the collection is protected by copyright? 

No copyright protection = No copyright infringement risk

Copyright term for literary works (including sheet music) in Canada is based on the 
life of the author plus 50 (now 70) years past the year of death of the author/creator.

● Existing metadata identified authors, death dates 
● Often multiple creators for a single piece of sheet music
● National treatment under Berne Convention (for works not first published in 

Canada)
● Assessing public domain status was an extremely time-intensive process



Copyright Risk Assessment: Step 2, Economic Rights / Fair Dealing

Items deemed public 
domain = 2,769

Items deemed 
in-copyright = 3,916

Is the dealing fair?

● Purpose? 
● Character?
● Amount?  
● Alternatives?  
● Nature of the work? 
● Effect on the work?



Copyright Risk Assessment: Step 2, Economic Rights / Fair Dealing

Items deemed public 
domain = 2,769

Items deemed 
in-copyright = 3,916

Is the dealing fair?

● Purpose? education, research, etc.
● Character? broadly disseminated but use is 

restricted
● Amount? necessary for purpose
● Alternatives? none
● Nature of the work? publicly disseminated
● Effect on the work? it depends on the work

How can we both fulfill the library’s mission to connect users with 
sheet music and reduce the risk of harming the rights holder? 



Copyright Risk Assessment: Step 3, Mitigation Measures
1) Controlled Digital Lending

a) One user at a time
b) Limited loan period
c) No downloading, copying, etc. enabled

2) Removed all sheet music that is commercially available 
a) Assessment was a time-intensive process that sometimes required searching 

four web sites / databases and will be repeated every five years
b) This is a more conservative approach than libraries lending print materials

3) Provide copyright and contact information, at both the collection and item level



Copyright Risk Assessment: Note About Moral Rights
Risk of moral rights 
infringement deemed extremely 
low as attribution will be 
provided for all works and no 
work will be altered beyond 
format shifting. 

Copyright Act of Canada https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/ 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/


Library Mission Risk Assessment
Known mission risks:

● Underused, relatively inaccessible collections do not serve the library’s purpose to 
support education and research

● Not digitizing collections puts library materials at risk of damage or destruction 
due to decay, accidents, library closures, and/or natural disasters 



Facebook 
post, July 14, 
2023



Risk Management: Quantifying Tolerance

Likelihood

Rare: not in 10 years

Unlikely: not at Cdn uni in 

10, other uni in 5 yrs

Moderate: once in 10 yrs 

Cdn uni, 5 yrs other uni

Likely: once in 10 yrs at 

org, 5 yrs other Cdn uni, 2 

yrs other uni

Almost Certain: once in 5 

yrs at org, 2 yrs other Cdn 

uni, 1 yr other uni

Consequence

Reputation (negative media 

attention): intensity, duration; 

brief to >2 wks

Infrastructure (financial 

losses): negligible <$250K to 

high >$5M

Education/Research (cannot 

provide): time and number of 

people affected

Human Resources (ability to 

recruit): comparative

Safety/Security: health 

effects, injuries, fatalities

Risk treatment is required for all risks above 
Level 1. 



Next Steps
● Summer 2023: Currently working on determining which items are commercially 

available to determining the appropriate access level before digitization 
○ 2 students (Sean Gleason, Michaela Morrow) finalizing commercial availability check process, to 

identify
■ Additional public domain works
■ Works that are commercially available 

○ Working through 4425 items; 
○ Hope to add more students in the Fall 

● Fall 2023: Can start digitizing in the Fall as the commercial availability checks are 
completed 

● 2024: Expect the digitizing to be complete



Questions?
● Amanda Wakaruk - Copyright & Scholarly Communications Librarian | 

amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca

● Lucinda Johnston - Music Liaison Librarian | lucinda.johnston@ualberta.ca

● Sean Luyk - Digital Curation Librarian | sean.luyk@ualberta.ca

● Sarah Severson - Digitization Librarian | sarah.severson@ualberta.ca

● Sharon Farnel - Head, Metadata Strategies | sharon.farnel@ualberta.ca


