“Musical Evangelists™

The life and work of music copyists in the United Kingdom during the
early-mid twentieth century.

With particular reference to Rosina "Rosie" Bramson.



An orchestral
part for a
William Alwyn
work, copied
by Rosie
Bramson's
agency.




MISCELLANEOUS.

ANTED Good Bill-Poster for To
m'm . Join .“.‘;.:_
Poversham, Monday - yary, Taseday. —_—

NTED, Musical Writer, to take down
Composer's Works. Must be quick. Near London.

Well paid. Address, Box 4,629, ** The km * Office.

ANTID, Music Copyist. Must be clear.
Cheap. Large number of
Address, Box 4,630, * The Era




A young William Alwyn and a sketch for a
film score




Copyist at work




Copyists worked in many
places, including theatres...
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Rosie's Agency.




Sometimes, copyists were
needed urgently...

And they were spread across
the country...

THE ORIGINAL ARTISTS
" OF THE GAIETY THEATRE
| PRODUCTION
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Conductor

SIR JOHIN BARBIROLLI

Ssola Wiolencello

HEMNRI HOMNEGGER

FREE T RADE H A L L
MANMNCHESTER

DEVON'S RIVIERA

FREE ILLUSTRATED GUIDE FROM
THE CORPORATION PUBLICITY OFFICER




Not every composer's text
was clear.




Rosie's official Musicians'
Union stamp.




Andy Hodgkiss, a young music copyist /
musician, who died tragically young.




Rosie shared an
address with the

publishers of Band PR“FESSE“HAL BAN“
CONTEST ?

Fim & mae b b el ek
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Wagon magazine.
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Musicians’
Union
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A public thirst
for music and
dance during
wartime, led to
more, not less,
work for music
copyists.

nsed Tnnr

12.0 noon FRED HARTLEY
AND HIS BEXTET
with Brian Lawrance

Baoy
You made me care
Hap-hap-happy din

La Rosita...

pride of °
The Long
arr, Dudicy Beaven
Phil the fAuter's ball French
{All items arranged by Fred Hariley)

12.30 p.m. FREDRIC BAYCO
a1 the organ
(See Home Service)

and

2.30 ' CARRISON THEATHE
(A recording of last night's
broadcast)

Devised by Charles Shadwell and
Harry 5, Pepper
Richard Hassett, Bunny D«-\'h_-

Jack (* Blue-Pencil
lhe

6.0 Foreign Languages Bulletin
MUSICAL PIGTURES® 6.30 ' THE TWILICHT HOUR®
3.30 ‘ MUSIC

Presented with gramophone
by Sydney Mortheote

4.0 "REQUESTS IN RHYTHM'® |
played b | from S1. Martin-in-the

Harry L nd his Ba
with Terry Wilson and Len Reed

.-\.rm,\ Pra er Ein

7.20 ' WEEKLY MEWS LETTER®

7.40 ‘'DEAR OLD SOUTHLAND'
B prnhm;mrm of dance music el
the * ultra-modern
with Ken Johnson and h:s West
Indian Dance Orchestra
featuring Al Bowlly, Don Johnson,
and the Johnsonairs

8.30 ICE HOGKEY
FROM CANADA
A commentary, by Fester Hewirt, on
the last period of the mawch be
Toronto Maple Leaf and New York
Americans, played  last night at
FREDERIC Maple Teaf Garden, Toronto

ho will play to you today. Fredric Bay ({The programme recorded bv, and

atre at 12.30 and Frederic Curzon presenited by the courtesy of,
onight at 10.0. Canadian Broadcasting Corporation)

8,0 Foreign Lang
9,15 * What's an lomorro

9.20 ° THESE YOU HAVE

On 877 ke/s 3421 m

10.0 FREDERIC CURZON
at the BBC theatre organ

Portrait ¢ 50l I 7
Selection of Jeéerome Kern melodies

10.30 A FAMOUS SOLOIST
Léon Goossens mhoe'-

Gavorte... . Burmester
Romance No. Sdnulrunn
Le Cygne (The Swan)

The Londonderry Ai

10.45  EPILOGUE
(See Home Servi

From 10,55
J42.1




Rosie is listed on the
Committee of the Arrangers,
Composers, and Copyists SO R,
Section of the Musicians' COMPITTRE BT oot ol
Union early on in its history.

LAt 8 8§ SRS AN BYFANE
1! JACK BEAV ER

ALY HDWAaRDS
BRETTON BYRD

RAY TERRY

BORB Gl

ROSIE BRAMSON
FRANCIS CHAGRIN
ARNOLD CLAYTON
EDDIE DEER
HARRY HINES
JOSE NORMAN
VAN PHILLIPS
REURB SILLVER
GILBERT STACEY

All communications to the Hon. Secretary -

Bob Gall
3, Egmont House,
116, Shafrteshury Avenue,
‘Hll\,\\n- \\‘ \




Finding manuscript paper
was difficult, with even
large suppliers running out.

=T

PUT OUT YOUR WASTE PAPER FOR SALVAGE
to make Shell Centalners - Cartridge Wads
Mortar Bomb Carriers - Demolition Cartons
Targets - Interior Components for Mines etc.







Salute to Farmers, 1941. ﬁ

Merton Park / MInistry of Information.
Composer — William Alwyn
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as these

in Corol Reads Brodye
’

30DD MAX Ol

by F L. Green

Cyril Cusack-F.J.McCormick- William Hartnell - Fay Compton-Denis 0'Dea
W.G.Fay-Maureen Delany - Elwyn Brook-Jones- Robert Beatty - Kathleen Ryan

Parts were seen as ephemeral

doodles illustrate.




| like to think that
this might be Rosie
Bramson, as | have

no idea what she
looked like.
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Christmas Greetings

and

Best Wishes for the

New Year from

R. BRAMSON MUSIC SERVICE
& CLARION PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE

ROSIE BRAMSON + TONY FONES - FRED BUTT

16a ST. GILES HIGH ST., W.C.2

TEMWM

7885

The agency
continued to
prosper after
the war.



...though its original site
now lies somewhere under
Centrepoint.
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Photocopying and new
devices would overtake the
hand copyists....




...but a strike by
music copyists
at the BBCin
1972 proved
that they were
still needed,
despite
changing times.

BB 19221972 7

BBC 19221972




“Musical Evangelists™

The life and work of music copyists in the United Kingdom during the
early-mid twentieth century.

With particular reference to Rosina "Rosie" Bramson.

The reason for my title?
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An entry for Rosie and family (Rosie is on the bottom row, with her married name) in Ancestry.co.uk



Rosina C Bramson
in the 1939 England and Wales Register

And appropriately, a copyist's mistake...

Suggested Records

‘/ You've saved this record to your shoebox.
[ 1911 England Census

Rosina Bramson

Rosina C 3ramson
[Rosina C Butt] ) London, England, Church of England

Births and Bapiisms, 1813-1917
Gencer: Female Rosina Charlotte Bramscn

Marital status:  Sing
Gl L SR [ England &Wales, Civil Registratior

Birth Dete: 15 Jul 1907 Birth Index, 1837-1915

ResidenceYear: 1939 Rosina Charlotze Bramscn

& ik ke A £5 [ British Phone Books, 1880-1934
ernative

S RosieC Bramson
Information Residence Place:  Sutton and Cheam. Surrey,

A Feport issue England

Occupation:  Music Evengelist

Schedule Numkter: 41 1
Sub Schedule a
Numkber:

Enumeration District:

Registration district:




Margaret Jones,

Music Collections Supervisor,
Music Department,
Cambridge University Library

mj263@cam.ac.uk

Photograph of Cambridge University Library courtesy of Sarah Chapman
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