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Scope of the Annotated Catalogue 

• first editions released during Chopin’s lifetime 

• posthumous first editions published between 1850 

and 1878 

• successive reprints of these editions 

 

 



Contents 

of printed 

book 



Types of revision to Chopin’s first editions 

1) revisions external to the music itself but on pages 

containing music text 

2) revisions to the graphic content of the music text 

3) revisions intended to improve the quality of the 

music text 

 

 



‘First editions’ with revised music text 

Revisions made during Chopin’s lifetime 

• French  Opp. 9, 10, 13, 18, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 33; Op. 34 Nos. 1 & 3;
  Opp. 35–41, 44, 46–49, 52, 54–58, 63; Etudes from  

   Méthode des Méthodes, Mazurka dedicated to Emile  
  Gaillard 

• German Opp. 1–3, 5, 13, 21, 25, 43 

• English Opp. 2, 7; Op. 9 No. 3, Op. 10 Nos. 1–6; Opp. 15, 16, 
  18, 19, 23, 24, 25; Op. 27 No. 1; Opp. 29, 32, 36, 58 

 

Posthumous revisions 

• French  Op. 9 

• German Opp. 1, 12, 15–17, 20–30, 33, 35–43, 46–49, 52–58, 60–65  

• English Opp. 1–11, 13–33; Op. 34 No. 1; Opp. 35–37, 39–41,  
  43–55, 57, 58, 60–62, 64; Grand Duo Concertant;  
  Deux Valses Mélancoliques; Variations on a German  
  National Air 

• Polish Źyczenie (Op. 74 No. 1), Op. 74 No. 13, E minor  
  Waltz  
 



Rondo Op. 1 – first editions/later impressions 

1–1-BRZ Polish first edition. Publication date (PD): 2/6/1825. 

  

1–1-Sam German first edition. PD: 1835. 

1–1a-Sam Corrected reprint of 1–1-Sam with modified title page (TP). PD: early 1840.  

11b-Sam Titelauflage/lithographic transfer of 11a-Sam. PD: c. 186972.  

1–1c-Sam Reprint of 1–1b-Sam. PD: after 1873. 

 

1–1-W Corrected reprint of English first edition (of which no extant copy has been 

located). PD: 3/1836. 

1–1a-W Titelauflage of 1–1-W. PD: c. 184042. 

1–1b-A&P Ashdown & Parry Titelauflage/lithographic transfer c. 1872 of an unlocated Wessel 

impression from c. 185660. 

 

1–1-Sm French first edition. PD: 9/1836; available with this TP until c. 1860.  

1–1a-BR Titelauflage of 1–1-Sm, published by Brandus. PD: 1877. 

1–1b-BR Reprint of 1–1a-BR. PD: 1878. 

 

1–1-HO Another German first edition. PD: 5/1839. 

1–1a-HO Reprint of 1–1-HO with modified TP. PD: after 1840.  

1–1b-HO Corrected reprint of 1–1a-HO with modified TP. PD: unknown. 

1–1c-HO Corrected reprint of 1–1b-HO. PD: unknown. 

1–1d-HO Reprint of 1–1c-HO. PD: c. 1865. 

1–2-HO Second Hofmeister edition published with original plate number. PD: 4/1877. 

 

1–1-SC Another French first edition. PD: early 1840.  

 
 



Sample entry: Preludes Op. 28 French first edition 



‘DMFs’ for Op. 28 French first edition: 28/1-12–1-C, 28/1-12–1a-C 

No. 3: bar 9 No. 5: bars 34–37 

No. 10: bar 2 No. 12: bar 35 

28/1-12–1-C: F-Pn Vm7 2463              28/1-12–1a-C: US-CAh *f Mus.C4555.B846c 
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Second developmental phase (2011–14) 

• Primary sources (manuscripts, first editions, subsequent 

impressions, Handexemplare) 

– Nocturnes 

– Mazurkas 

– Sonatas 

• Digitisation and online publication of Annotated Catalogue 

• Integrated underlying database 

Project team: John Rink (Director), Sarah Williams (Programme Manager), Christophe 

Grabowski (Senior Researcher), Paul Vetch (Technical Director), Grant Young (Technical 

Manager), Elliott Hall, Felix Hermann and Chris Martin (Technical Developers)  







etc. 



Database concordance: Annotated Catalogue, CFEO & OCVE 

etc. 



Online Annotated Catalogue: amendments to 

printed version 

1) Textual modifications, including correction of 

typographical errors, qualitative changes to the 

text, and adjustments to other text as a result of 

edition/impression code updates 

2) New source entries which affect preceding and/or 

subsequent edition/impression codes and other text 

3) Changes to edition/impression codes which have 

no impact on surrounding text 
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Online version of AC front matter (prototype) 
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Editing tool (prototype) 



Presentation 

of online 

version 



Presentation 

of online 

version 

generated ‘on 

the fly’ from 

the database 



Presentation 

of online 

version 

source entries 

will be displayed 

in individual PDF 

files, but in any 

search results 

constituent text 

will be shown in 

‘normalised’ 

form 



Presentation 

of online 

version 

title pages 

shown via 

links to CFEO, 

OCVE and 

external sites 



Search operations inherited from CFEO for  

online Annotated Catalogue 

1.  Genre 

2.  Key 

3.  Publisher 

4.  Dedicatee 

5.  City of publication 

6.  Country of publication 

7.  Location of source (library, private collection, etc.) 

8.  Plate number 

9.  Year of publication, including date ranges  

 (from xxxx / to yyyy) 

 

 



10.  Chomiński & Turło code 

11.  Opus 

12.  Title 

13.  Edition/impression code 

14.  Printing method 

15.  Publisher address 

16.  Registration date 

17.  Currency units 

18.  Annotations (dedications / signatures) 

19.  Owners of copies (Dubois, Orda, etc.) 

20.  Publisher stamps 

21.  Free-text search, to include fields 12d–m & 13d 

 

 

12d copyright notices 

12e comments on performance 

12f comments on compositional genesis 

12g information about the publisher’s other 

output 

12h confirmation of the censor’s approval 

12i name and number of series to which the 

work belongs 

12j names of foreign publishers sharing or 

holding copyright 

12k name of engraver 

12l name of printer 

12m name of editor 

13d period of commercial availability 

Additional search operations for 

online Annotated Catalogue 



Search function (prototype) 



Hypothetical search results – ‘censor’ 



Hypothetical search results – ‘censor’ 



Online Annotated Catalogue: publication plan 

1) To be launched in 2014 as part of the second 

developmental phase of OCVE 

2) Intended to be free of charge to individual users 

3) But you should still buy the book! 

 

 



jsr50@cam.ac.uk 
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