


Chopin, Nationalism and Armed Conflict:  
Édouard Ganche and His Collection during World War II

Renata Suchowiejko
IAML Congress Kraków 2019



Édouard Ganche (1880-1945)

• musicographer, collector, music critic, medical historian 
• born 13 October 1880 Baulon (Ill-et-Villaine)  
• father: Auguste Ganche, M.D. (1850-1893) 
• 1893: death of father, move to Rennes
• studies at gymnasium; fascination with literature and medicine, articles for local press
• 1903: death of mother, move to Paris, living with uncle Gabriel Patourel
• medical studies, music lessons, concert life, Chopinian passions
• 1911: Société Frédéric Chopin, co-founder with Camille Le Senne, Maurice Ravel
• from 1920: music critic for La Pologne politique, économique, littéraire et artistique,  
periodical published by „Association France-Pologne”



Édouard Ganche

Foto made in Warsaw 
1927



Société Frédéric Chopin 

• from 1911: annual pilgrimage to Chopin’s tomb in Père-Lachaise cemetery
• 1919: memorial plaque at Square d’Orleans (Chopin’s apartment)
• 1925: memorial plaque at Hôtel Beauvau in Marseille (Chopin on his way to Majorca)
• 1928: identification of Chopin’s cell at the Carthusian Monastery, Valdemossa 
• 1930: Chopin museum on Majorca, co-founder
• 1931: Chopin festival on Majorca, co-organiser
• 1931: celebrations on 100th anniversary of Chopin’s arrival in France
• organising concerts in Paris and countrywide
• dissemination of information, publicity
• publications, lectures, talks



Scholar, man of letters, bibliophile

• private library: history, art, medicine
• books in various languages, many in Polish

PUBLICATIONS BY GANCHE
La Vie de F. Chopin dans son Œuvre, Paris 1909.
Frédéric Chopin. Sa vie et ses œuvres, Paris 1913.
La Pologne et Frédéric Chopin, Paris 1917.
Frédéric Chopin. Sa vie et ses œuvres, Paris 1921.
Dans le Souvenir de Frédéric Chopin, Paris 1925.
Voyages avec Frédéric Chopin, Paris 1934.
Souffrances de Frédéric Chopin, Paris 1935.
The Oxford original edition of Frédéric Chopin, Oxford University Press, 1932.



Researcher, expert and collector

• The Chopin collection
• 1943: bought by the Nazis, moved to Kraków
• held at the Jagiellonian University: 
• 1) Jagiellonian University Museum; 2) Jagiellonian Library

ARCHIVAL SOURCES

1) Fonds Édouard Ganche – Bibliothèque nationale de France
2) Archives of Hauptverwaltung der Bibliotheken im 
Generalgouvernement: Ankauf des Chopin-Museums in Paris; Chopin-
Sammlung 1944 – Institute of National Remembrance, Warsaw



Creating the collection, gifts and acquisitions

• 1910: Anne D. Houstoun, grandniece of Jane Stirling, Chopin’s pupil
• monitoring antiquarian market in Europe
• Polish friends: Kazimierz Woźnicki, Zdzisław Krygowski
• heirs of Thomas Tellefsen, Norwegian pianist, Chopin’s pupil
• descriptions of exhibits, certificates of authenticity, letters from owners
• from 1923: Marthe Bouvaist-Ganche, his wife, supports and helps in all activities
• Lyon, 5 rue Royale – private Chopin Museum in Lyon
• plans for the future – public Chopin Museum in Europe







Marthe Bouvaist-Ganche

Foto made in Lyon, late 1930s



Chopin Museum and attempts to sell the collection

• collection catalogue, museum site plan, exhibition plan

CATALOGUE MUSÉE FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN. BIBLIOTHÈQUE, ARCHIVES
MUSÉE: 1) Objets ayant appartenu à Frédéric Chopin; 2) Instruments; 3)
Sculpture; 4) Gravures et Dessins; 5) Livres ayant appartenus à Chopin; 6)
Manuscrits divers; 7) Collection de Pièces uniques; 8) Pièces diverses; 9)
Musique; 10) Œuvres de Chopin analysées ou commentées; Œeuvres musicales
inspirées par des oeuvres de Chopin; BIBLIOTHÈQUE: 1) Livres et brochures
consacrés à Chopin; 2) Autres livres; 3) Livres se rapportant au séjour de Chopin
en Ecosse et à Majorque); 4) Divers.
• independent attempts to sell the collection: letters to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Warsaw and to the city councils in Geneva and Lausanne
• November 1937: offer of sale through an antiquarian – Heinrich Hinterberger in 
Vienna, posting 40 copies of the catalogue to Vienna





Areas of Poland occupied by the Third Reich

• General Governorate
• GG Districts: Warszawa, Radom, Lublin, Kraków, Galicia
• Governor General: Hans Frank
• from September 1939 within the GG area
• systematic plunder of works of art
• public and private collections
• 10 June 1940 – Nazis enter Paris
• Alfred Rosenberg and „Sonderstab Musik” 
• Ganche in Lyon, free zone administered by Vichy regime





Purchase of the Chopin collection and its transfer to Kraków

• April 1942: Robert Legouix, Parisian antiquarian
• Legouix makes an offer to Ganche without revealing the identity of the purchaser
• May-November 1942: exchange of correspondence, Nazi officials
• Dr. Gustav Abb, Leiter der Hauptverwaltung der Bibliotheken des GG, Hauptabteilung 
Wissenschaft und Unterricht GG
• Prof. Georg Schünemann, Preussische Staatsbibliothek, Musik-Abteilung
• Dr. Herman Fuchs, Leiter der Gruppe Bibliotheksschutz bei der Militärverwaltung in 
Paris
• Dr. Heinz Drewes, Generalintendant und Generalmusikdirektor, Leiter der Abteilung 
Musik im Reichsministerium für Volksaufklärung und Propaganda 
• Dr. Hans Frank, Generalgouverneur in Polen (Generalgouvernement für die besetzten 
polnischen Gebiete)





Purchase of the Chopin collection and its transfer to Kraków
• 19 November 1942: Abb and Schünemann in Lyon; signing of purchase contract
• 18 January 1943: collection catalogued and packed
• 29 May 1943: delivery to Kraków
• 27 October 1943: Chopin Exhibition opens in Staatsbibliothek Krakau







Chopin Museum in Kraków and Nazi propaganda

• celebration of the fourth anniversary of establishing General Governorate
• testimony to German magnanimity towards the Polish nation
• plans for cultural development in the Eastern terrritory
• concern for European cultural heritage
• Hans Frank’s role in creative work for Europe
• Schünemann’s lecture: Chopin and German music
• further plans: central German Chopin Museum, collection of Chopiniana from all of 
Europe, creation of Centre for Chopin Research, preparation of new edition of the 
Complete Works of Chopin



World War II, post-war period and the present

• August 1944: evacuation of collections from the Jagiellonian Library, including Ganche’s 
collection; Lower Silesia: repository of books taken from the General Governorate
• November 1947: collection returned to Kraków, via Wrocław
• October 1951: collection divided between: Jagiellonian University Museum, Jagiellonian 
Library
• until 1979: kept secret by communist authorities
• 1980: Stanisław Waltoś, director of JU Museum, first information about the collection
• 1983 Jean-Jacques Eigeldinger and Jean-Michel Nectoux, article in La Revue de la 
Bibliothèque Nationale, information about the collection incomplete



Research project: Musical Artifacts and Memorabilia in the Collection 
of the Jagiellonian University Museum

• 2016: research project Zabytki muzyczne w zbiorach Muzeum Uniwersytetu 
Jagiellońskiego
• comprehensive research, full information
• research team: Beniamin Vogel (instruments), Andrzej Laska (memorabilia), Alicja Knast 
(Polish violin-making school), Renata Suchowiejko (Ganche’s collection)
• full description of museum exhibits, photographic documentation, archive analysis
• results of research disseminated in print and online, open access 

• www.zabytkimuzyczne.uj.edu.pl
• Chopiniana at the Jagiellonian University Museum: some permanently on display, others 
in storage

http://www.zabytkimuzyczne.uj.edu.pl/
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