Digitisation: past, present and future.
Reflections on 20 years of music
digitisation at the British Library and
qguestions for the coming years
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Turning the Pages™ - Lindisfarne Gospels 3:,5

The Lindisfarme Gospels

St Jerome ff. 2v - 3. ! . = X & e | H ..;
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The first of five major decorated openings in the
manuscript introduces the letter which St Jerome
addressed to Pope Damasus, at whose request he
carried out the revision of the Latin Bible text
during the late 4th century. A cross-carpet page,
named from its striking resemblance to a carpet
composed of crosses, faces a page of decorated
initials and display capitals, beginning with the
Latin word 'Novum', new.
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J.S. Bach: Well-Tempered Clavier, Book 2,
digitised 2000

British Library Add MS 35021

The first BL music manuscript to
be digitised (along with Bach’s
Cantata BWV 5, Zweig MS 1)
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Victorian Popular Music, 2001-4
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bluk > Onine Gallery Home > Online exhibitions > Victorian popular music

Victorian popular music Search within this
collection

Leaf through illustrated sheet music for 188 songs and piano piaces from the p—

heyday of Victorian Music Hall to discover an entertaining sidelight on \:‘ (60}

Viclorian society.

Elsewhere on our
Steve Cork websites

Collections

Curator, Mu What's On
Exhibitions.
Under successive acts of Parliament since the late 18th century. all live events

music publisned in Britain has been deposited formerly at the British J

and
d loads
Museum and now, at the Brilish Library. The Library’s Music s

Collections are enormous: some one-and-a-half million items of Newsletter

printsd music. ranging from a beautifully printed songbook of 1530 to Laf}és‘ evenis - register free
onine

the latest pop chart hit

Victorian popular music is a parlicular sirenglh of the collections. g{,‘“"s
Much of the sheet music has ilustrated covers, oflen of aristic merit Bw“é’um
orhistorical inferest From this rich resource, we've chasen songs and pacy ki

mare
pianc pieces that evoke a sense of logation by virtue of their subject from us now
matter, yrics, cover design, or all three.

Mobile app
Read the full curator's infreduction For iPhone, iPad and Android
Fine art
. . prints
Curator's choice it
collections

Steve Gork highlights parsonal favourts items from the callection

See all of the ftems in this exhibition

The Lights O' London part 01

This beautiful ilusiralion depicts the noisy and crowded sirests of
London. This would probably

The Manchester Ship Canal part 01

The Manchester Ship Canal was one of the greatest engineering
projects of the: Victorian period. w.
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Victorian Popular Music, 2001-4
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Victorian Popular Music - See all of the items in this exhibition

1118/2014, 10:41:57 PM
A Walk Round Nottingham part 01

,p"":::"\ Naottingham during the 15th Century was a manufacturing city, coal
mining and lace making were jus... [Maore details]
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A Walk Round Nottingham part 03

Mottingham during the 19th Century was a manufacturing city. coal
mining and lace making were jus._. [More details]



Turning the Pages™ — Handel’'s Messiah,
2008
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Overture Inside front cover and f.1r

| The first page of the manuscript contains the
beginning of the overture or ‘Sinfony’. No
instrumentation is specified, but stringed
insfruments, oboes and harpsichord would be
the usual combination. The movement is in E
minor and ifs simplicity and seriousness
establish the tone of the movements to follow,
which describe the plight of mankind and the
promise of a Saviour. At the foot of the first page
of music, Handel wrote the date he began
composition, 22 August 1741. The fitle is written
at the top of the page: "Messiah, an Oratorio’
The oratorio, a large-scale sacred drama for
orchestra and voices, without scenery,
costumes or action, was new to England, and
the English oratorio was to be Handel's own
innovation. A contemporary writer described his
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Digitised Manuscripts platform
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Home  About Browse  Search Help

bluk > Digitised Manuseripts Home

Use this website to view digiiised copies of manuscripts and archives in tne British Highlights
Library's collections, with descriptions of their contents

Explore the Library's latest major acquisition, the St Cuthbert Gospel.

Some other highlights include the Harley Golden Gospels, Beowulf, the Silos
Apocalypse, Leonardo da Vinci's Notebook, the Petit Livre d"Amour and the
Golf Book

To consult the British Library’s main catalogue of manuscript material visit Search
our Catalogue Archives and Manuscripts. Selected images of iluminated
manuscripts can be found in our Catalogue of llluminated Manuscripts

The content in the Digitised Manuscripts viewer is intended for viewing for research

and study purposes. For any ather use please see the British Library website's terms
of use, which can be found here.

Search })

Keyword
Golf Book

Manuscripts
Date (Use sliders to define search period)

From
A ] o 2000

To
2000CE

Advanced options SEARCH




Universal Viewer platform
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My Ladye Nevells Booke

English

Britich Library MS Mus. 1591,
<hiip:/faccess.bl.uk/item/viewer/arc/a
1055/vdc_100054718159.0x000001>

Wilkam Byrd (b. circa1540, d.1623)
‘My Ladye Nevells Booke', a
collection of music for keyboard;
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Early Music Online, 2011
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Unlocking our Sound Heritage, 2017-2023 —

B (Church music in Kikongo] - Gl X 4 v - x

€« C @ soundshbl.uk/sounds/church-music-in-kikongo-1001330907870x000008 caereax »0 o H
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[Church music in Kikongo]

What are you

roter n

Chair of the Ecole de Pasteurs et d'Instituteurs (choir / drums / ratles). Jones, A.
M. (speaker, male); Cox, A. S. {sound recordist) @® Recordings
More sound information

Digitised 368,620
at-risk sound recordings at
BL and 10 UK partner sites

O Collections! Categories

®

3 EE R Funded by National
@) [widentied ing deronsiraton] A min. 035ec H eritage Lottery Fund,

)  [Church musicin Kikongo]

S — = Foyle Foundation and
British Library

Description

Twao songs sung by the male voice choir of the Ecole de Pasteurs et dInstituteurs, who accompany themselves on drums and
rattles. The songs are settings of Bible passages (Hebrews 11:32-39 and Psalms 47:5-9, respectively) in Kikongo, composed and
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Philanthropically-funded digitisation
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The Derek Butler Trust

ftem supplied by the British Library

Public Domain
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DOMAIN
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Exit Full Screen §
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Research grant-funded digitisation
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Filter by Browse sources
Selected filters =
~ Work & Key
Work: Sonats Op. 4 ®
Rondo Op. 1

Sonata Op. 4 &

w Grande Sonate en Ut mineur pour Piano, Op. 4 4R Y]

Variations Op. 2

Chopin’s First
Editions Online

Introduction and Polonaise for m Tad

Piano and Cello Op. 3

Sonata Op. 4

Ronde Op. 5 T Title p. il Biank p. [l Blanic p. 2Nl bs p 3wl bs p AMvLEs
20-42 43-68

P
pags 1-18

Digitisation funded

i by the Arts &

Che e gme gime grme e Humanities
Research Council

Mazurkas Op. 7

» Publisher

B el es
223248
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Public-Private Partnerships: Gale Cengage
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Symphony no. 98. Full score

Author: Joseph Haydn ~ Manuscript Number: RPS MS 66 Archive: British Theatre, Music, and Literature: High and Popular Culture
Date: 1841 Source Library: British Library  Collection: Royal Philharmenic Society Music Manuscripts
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Cilation:

Isearcn within document

Century
Collections Online

O Allow variations &
» Related Subjects

~ Notes

Joseph Haydn [Formerly Loan 4.136.]
‘Symphony No. 98. Full Score. Copy by
Frederick N 41 11 i

Features over
1,000 BL music
items, incl. Royal
Philharmonic
Society MSS,
Drury Lane
Theatre Archive
and more
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Public-Private Partnerships: Google
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« Google Books
partnership began
in 2011

<« The Songs, Duetto and Trio in the Masque of Comus ... dispos'd ... for a harpsichord & voice, and may be accompanied with a violin or German flute &...

(% + -0

« Over 600,000
items digitised to
date, including
17,500 pieces of
printed music

Brit & vownoas [ Feedback

+ Extension for five

more years from
2023
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Ame, Thomas Augustine
ondon

Printed by Wm Smith

[ 717451

Engish

Ame, Thomas Augustine, The Songs,
Dustto and Trio in the Masque of
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Today

About 12% of BL's 13K+ volumes of music
manuscripts are digitised (excludes
uncatalogued items)
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About 1.2% of BL's 1.5 million+ items of
printed music are digitised

bl.uk 16




Questions for the future

« How should we and other music libraries prioritise what to digitise, when
resources are limited?
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* Are there ways in which we could collaborate more on digitisation initiatives to
better serve our users?

* How can we ensure that we are meeting user needs?

« How can we act in a more sustainable way from a climate perspective?

How can we better promote what we have already digitised?

bl.uk 17
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