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International Dunhuang Project, 1994-

Digitisation of 
manuscripts from 
the Eastern Silk 
Road

idp.bl.uk
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Turning the PagesTM - Lindisfarne Gospels
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J.S. Bach: Well-Tempered Clavier, Book 2, 
digitised 2000

British Library Add MS 35021

The first BL music manuscript to 
be digitised (along with Bach’s 
Cantata BWV 5, Zweig MS 1)
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Victorian Popular Music, 2001-4
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Victorian Popular Music, 2001-4
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Turning the PagesTM – Handel’s Messiah, 
2008
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Digitised Manuscripts platform
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Universal Viewer platform
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Early Music Online, 2011

Digitised 325
pre-1600 
anthologies 
(ca. 12,000 
works)

Funded by 
JISC
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Unlocking our Sound Heritage, 2017-2023

Digitised 368,620
at-risk sound recordings at 
BL and 10 UK partner sites

Funded by National 
Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Foyle Foundation and 
British Library
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Philanthropically-funded digitisation

Funded by the 
Derek Butler 
Trust
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Research grant-funded digitisation

Chopin’s First 
Editions Online 

Digitisation funded 
by the Arts & 
Humanities 
Research Council
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Public-Private Partnerships: Gale Cengage

Nineteenth 
Century 
Collections Online

Features over 
1,000 BL music 
items, incl. Royal 
Philharmonic 
Society MSS, 
Drury Lane 
Theatre Archive 
and more
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Public-Private Partnerships: Google

• Google Books 
partnership began 
in 2011

• Over 600,000 
items digitised to 
date, including 
17,500 pieces of 
printed music

• Extension for five 
more years from 
2023
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Today

About 12% of BL’s 13K+ volumes of music 
manuscripts are digitised (excludes 
uncatalogued items)

About 1.2% of BL’s 1.5 million+ items of 
printed music are digitised
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Questions for the future

• How should we and other music libraries prioritise what to digitise, when 
resources are limited?

• Are there ways in which we could collaborate more on digitisation initiatives to 
better serve our users?

• How can we ensure that we are meeting user needs?

• How can we act in a more sustainable way from a climate perspective? 

• How can we better promote what we have already digitised?




