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History, geography and culture of

• Poland

• Estonia

• Latvia

• Lithuania

• the Czech Republic

• Slovakia and the 

• Kaliningrad / Königsberg region

FIELD OF WORK OF THE HERDER INSTITUTE
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The Herder Institute for Research on East Central Europe 

deals with the history, geography, and culture of Poland, 

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and 

the Kaliningrad / Königsberg region. In principle, our focus is 

on the former German settlement areas (from the period 

before the Second World War), that is regions such as Silesia, 

Pomerania, East and West Prussia and the Sudetenland. 

There are also materials relating to Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, 

and Hungary. The Herder Institute is home to an extensive 

and diverse range of collections relating to East Central 

Europe, including a library with a music and press collection 

together with an image archive and a document and map 

collection. 
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The materials held in the image archive and the document 

and music collection are particularly unique in character. 

Thematic focuses are history, art history, culture, and the 

region’s common cultural heritage, while the time frame 

spans from medieval documents right up to current 

publications, and includes image, map and archive materials 

in both digital and analogue form. The collections are 

increasingly searchable online and many of them can also be 

viewed online. 

I work as a music librarian in the research library of the 

Herder Institute.
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The portal is named after the famous historical scholar Nicolaus 

Copernicus, the canon, diplomat and physician, who went on to become 

a world-famous astronomer. He was born and died in Poland and 

changed the conception of the world in the Early Modern period, so it is 

fitting that the Copernico portal bears his name.
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Copernico is a web portal which deals with history and 

cultural heritage in Eastern Europe and the relationship 

between this region and Germany. The portal is operated by 

the Herder Institute for Historical Research on Eastern 

Central Europe - Institute of the Leibniz Association in 

Marburg. The main project to build the portal started in 

2019, and it went online in German and English in 2021. It 

presents well-founded knowledge and current research 

results in an attractive and easy-to-understand way, while at 

the same time increasing the national and international 

visibility of the partners involved. 

https://www.copernico.eu/en/start

COPERNICO – A TOPIC AND TRANSFER PORTAL
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Copernico is:

- Scientific and easy to understand

- Thesaurus-based

- Interconnected and sustainable

- International and collaborative
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The initial project partners are institutions of various sizes, 

which are funded by the German Federal Commissioner for 

Culture and the Media (BKM) and deal with the history and 

culture of the German-speaking communities in Eastern 

Europe. It started with 27 institutions, and the network will 

be expanded nationally and internationally in the coming 

years. 

As an association of many institutions that maintain 

collections, such as museums, archives, and libraries, 

Copernico’s partners focus on the potential of their 

collections. https://www.copernico.eu/en/partnernetwork

PROJECT PARTNERS



9



10

On the starting page you can choose the language

(German or English), and with the menu line at the

top the portal offers several entry points: Basic 

information about the portal („About us“), the

Topics section, the Blog and the (Re-)Search 

module.

Scrolling down on the starting page, you can see the

latest entries on current issues, which are regrettab-

ly about the war in the Ukraine, as well as the most

recent entries on the individual Topic pages. 

https://www.copernico.eu/en/start

STRUCTURE AND FIRST IMPRESSION
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There is a wide variety of formats and content 

types, ranging from accessible introductory formats 

to in-depth background articles on specific issues.

Topics, Blog and the starting page offer different 

types of contributions: introductory texts, 

background articles, biographies, videos, web 

documentaries, object stories, picture galleries, e-

learning courses, maps, recipes, audio files, digital 

exhibitions, project descriptions…

FORMATS AND BACKGROUND INFORMATIONS
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The texts published in Copernico provide further information

about scientific terms, geographical localities and footnotes, 

which can be required separately. 

https://www.copernico.eu/en/articles/national-opera-

central-and-eastern-europe
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Scientific terms are coloured in blue. If you click on the

arrow, a further information segment will be opened. 

Geographical localities (like cities, regions, sites etc.) are

coloured in green, the background information is providing a 

map and links to further details.
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The number of foot-

notes can be clicked

on and lead you to

information and links 

beneath the text.
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The project partners deal with the history of a 

culturally and historically complex area between the

Baltic Sea and the Black Sea, it‘s not just today‘s

states in Eastern Europe. 

https://www.copernico.eu/en/search?term= 

THE (RE)SEARCH MODULE
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The portal started with two main topics in its

magazine section: „Migration (hi)stories“ and 

„Music cultures“. In June 2023, three further topics

became available in the portal: „Culinaria“, 

„Kopernikus#550“ and „Ukraine“.

Up to two special focus issues are published

annually.

THE TOPICS
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“Sleeps a song in all things”? 

Music is and always has been many things: a means 

of entertainment or elitist self-expression, an 

obvious or hidden bridge between cultures, a 

propaganda weapon or a symbol of cultural 

independence. And music and sound are part of 

historical, submerged soundscapes. Selected 

contributions illuminate their multi-layered role in 

the history of Eastern Europe. 

https://www.copernico.eu/en/music-cultures

“SLEEPS A SONG IN ALL THINGS” – MUSIC CULTURES
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CURRENT CONTRIBUTIONS
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The current contributions in the topic „Music cultures“ 

consist of three main parts: First there are three extensive 

articles on Jazz in the Eastern bloc (written by Dr. Rüdiger 

Ritter), The national opera in central and eastern europe

(also written by Dr. Rüdiger Ritter), and on Gdansk‘s

„Soundscape“ and music culture between 1800 and 1945 

(written by Prof. Dr. Peter Oliver Loew).

The second part in Music cultures is: Twelve musical

contributions with sounds of Bukovína, a historical region in 

Eastern Europe on the northeastern edge of the Carpathians. 

In Bukovína, numerous linguistic, ethnic, cultural and 

religious population groups lived side by side in harmony, 

but also in disharmony. Therefore, the region is also called

„Europe in miniature“.
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Today, the region belongs to two countries: Northern 

Bukovina belongs to the Ukrainian district of Cernivci

(Czernowitz), Southern Bukovina is located in the Romanian

county of Suceava. 

The musical contributions show a cross-section ranging from

high culture to folk songs with music by Karol Mikuli, a 

student of Chopin, Ciprian Porumbescu, Georg Ritter von 

Onciul [Ontschul], Carmen Petra Bascapol and Lutz 

Landwehr von Pragenau. There are also songs based on 

lyrics by Paul Celan and Selma Merbaum-Eisinger and two

songs once performed by the tenor Joseph Schmidt, who

represents the history of Jewish experience in Bukovina. 
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The third part at „Music cultures“ consists of five shorter contributions: a 

kind of picture gallery on Emil Orlik, a short biographical article about

Monika Hunnius, generally known as a Baltic German author, but who

worked as a singer and singing teacher most of her life, a short biography

on the conductor Benjamin Bilse, an object story about a Steinway grand

piano, once owned by Gerhart Hauptmann, who probably acquired it for

Eugen d‘Albert and also a biographical article about Richard Wagner and his

way to and (short) stay in Riga. 



26

There are more articles and contributions planned for the

Topic „Music Cultures“, among them a short explanatory

video about Bedrich Smetana in German and English, 

particularly suitable for school pupils. 
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Copernico welcomes cooperation requests and contributions 

on both current and future topics. Papers are welcome on 

the entire region of Eastern Europe and its interrelations. 

[All contributions will be published bilingually and translated 

into English (if required, contributions can also be submitted 

in English and translated into German). For each entry, at 

least one attractive, high-resolution illustration with caption 

and rights clearance is required. The submitted contributions 

will be proofread within the framework of an internal review 

process. All authors retain the rights to use their own texts. 

Further instructions for contributors, illustrations and 

keywords are available on the portal itself and on request at: 

copernico@herder-institut.de]
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Video-Presentation: 

Georg Ritter von Onciul [Ontschul]: Lied der Doiná.

Published in 1966, Lied der Doina (Doina Song) by the 

German-speaking composer and music historian Georg Ritter 

von Onciul (1904–1981), a native of Bukovina, takes up one 

of the most significant and well-known forms of Romanian 

music. The doina is a form of song, which probably 

originated in the Middle East. It can be considered the 

southeastern European equivalent of the Afro-American 

blues or even the Portuguese fado. As a rule, a doina is an 

improvised solo song, rich in elaborate ornamentation and 

free rhythms, which develops an enormously expressive, 

lyrical character.
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Thank You!

Contact:

Beate Schiebl

Forschungsbibliothek – Musiksammlung

Gisonenweg 5-7

35037 Marburg / Lahn (Germany)

beate.schiebl@herder-institut.de


