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• Sources: bibliographical publications, information systems of 
Lithuanian and foreign libraries, online databases, publishers 
catalogues, composer surveys (interviews) 

• 2200 titles registered 

• A bibliography of the registered publications will be published 
in 2016 

Investigation „Publication of the Lithuanian Sheet 
Music in 1990-2015“ 



Before 1990 After 1990 



Publishing after the restoration of 
independence in 1990 

 

• Free from censorship 

• Establishment of private publishers 

• Absence of copyright law until 1999 

• The Lithuanian ISMN Agency established in 1994 

 

 

 

 



Absence of copyright in 1991 



Absence of copyright in 1990 



The Publishing House of Jonas Petronis 

• Established in 1942 

• Closed in 1945 

• Re-established by the owner in 
1990 

• Closed in 2005 after J. Petronis’s 
death 

• Publications of modern and 
classical Lithuanian composers  

 







Lietuvos muzikos 

informacijos centras 



The only specialized sheet music 
publishing office active at present 



Sheet music published in Lithuania and 

abroad in 1990–2014 
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Impact of Song Celebrations on publishing 

Included into the 
UNESCO 
Representative List 
of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity in 2008. 



Vocal and instrumental music 

78% 

22% 

Vocal music

Instrumental music



Vocal music genres 

26,33 % 

0,50 % 

24,62 % 

18,49 % 

0,80 % 

26,63 % 

2,61 % 

Choral songs

Excerpts of stage pieces, arias,
recitatives
Vocal chamber music. Songs, ballads,
romances
Folk songs

Big choral pieces, oratories, cantatas

Children's songs

Popular songs



Publications of religious music 

 
 
 



Promotion of the Lithuanian religious 
choral music abroad  

• Renaissance of religious music in 1990 

• Award-winning achievements of Lithuanian choirs at 
international competitions, where they perform the 
newest works by Lithuanian composers 

• Publications of Lithuanian religious choral music issued by 
various foreign publishers and included into repertoires of 
foreign choirs  

 

 

 

 



• The most famous Lithuanian choirmaster, Director of the 
Ąžuoliukas Boys Choir 

• 23% of Lithuanian religious music publications abroad is 
music by Vytautas Miškinis 

• Issued by Carrus Verlag, Edition Ferrimontana, Coueur 
Joie, Santa Barbara Publishing Company 

The phenomenon of Vytautas Miškinis 



 



 



 



 



Music publications for instruments  

55% 
24% 

18% 

3% 

Keyboard instruments

String instruments

Wind instruments

Percussion instruments



Chamber instrumental music publications 
 

Lithuanian Academy of Music 
and Theatre 

26 % 

Lithuanian Music Information 
and Publishing Centre 

13% 

Other Publishing Houses 61% 



Informal education 

The total number of schoolchildren 
in Lithuania in 2013  

373.874 

The number of music schools pupils 37.570 

Students and teachers in 
specialised art schools 

4200 

Sports activities 33.000 

Choreography 7.400 

Arts 13.000 



Educational publications 



Educational publications 



Educational publications 



Stage music and symphonic music 



 

Stage music and symphonic music 



 

Stage music and symphonic music 



Conclusions 

• Music publishing is not a priority area of the cultural 
policy 

• Influence of the geopolitical and economic situation  

• Meeting the needs of consumers 

• Works of modern composers published by the initiative 
of publishers willing to promote the Lithuanian music 
culture 

• Artistic and historically significant works depend on 
such uncoordinated factors as an initiative of an 
individual, publishing office or cultural institution 
 
 



Thank you for your 
attention! 

For any questions or suggestions  
please contact me: 

z.casaite@lnb.lt 


