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1- Context





Musical performances

Musée de la musique
(Museum of music)

& Temporary Exhibitions

Orchestre de Paris
& Choir

Transmission 
& Music Education

Ressources 
Center



The Musée de la musique and the 
Ressources Center : 

a longlasting collaboration

https://collectionsdumusee
.philharmoniedeparis.fr/

https://archivesmusee.
philharmoniedeparis.fr/

https://mimo-
international.com/



2- Processing and 
Publishing Online 
the Besson 
Archive



Besson archives :
Set Up and Processing

• 1.5 linear meter

• 35 000 documents
• Including 130 technical drawings and 300 

pictures

• Types of documents:
• Family and company archives
• Mostly written in French but some in English

• Heterogenous Content

Other documents survived in the Boosey and Hawkes archives 
(Horniman Museum)



The SySIMPa Project
Synthèse Sonore des Instruments de Musique du Patrimoine

23 brass instruments

7 mouthpieces

Digitization & publication online

Tomography Sound Synthesis

Besson Archives

One fac simile of an instrument

https://itemm.fr/itemm/pole-
dinnovation/recherche/conservation-du-
patrimoine/



Rethinking the websites for the archives

EADA new website
And under

consideration



3- The Besson
Company's History 
through the 
Archives



Family archives:

• Correspondance

• Immobilier

Company :

• Documents statutaires : 1932-1948

• Immobilier : 1873-1949

• Approvisionnements et outillage : 1912-1945

• Fabrication des instruments de musique : 1893-1945

• Vente et suivi de clients : 1919-1949

• Service après-vente – réparation d’instruments : 1874-1951

• Promotion, photographies d’instruments : 1875-1949

• Finance et comptabilité : 1885-1943

• Personnel de l’entreprise : 1903-1948

• Contentieux – faillite :

• Succursale à Londres : 1878-1949

• Documentation

1900 195018501800

VERS 1838
Gustave
founded
the 
Company

1858
Florentine 
run the 
company

1875
Marthe run
the company
with her
sister

1908
Marthe’s
daughters
inherited

1950
Bankrupty





A favourable context for expansion and 
innovations

• 1838 : foundation of the company by Gustave Besson
• 1856 : invention of the "Prototype"System
"It marks the birth of the manufacture of modern instruments"

E. Tarr, New Grove Dictionary of Musical Instruments



From a crisis context to the opening of a 
branch in London

• 1851 : after a long series of legal
battles lost to Adolphe Sax, Gustave 
Besson left Paris to establish a factory in 
London

• 1858 : he transferred all his assets to his
wife, Florentine to protect himself from
possible financial difficulties



A rare case of 
a musical instrument man
ufacturing company 
run by women



Marthe Besson : 
a well-appreciated and inventive manager

Cornophones

Clarinet with pedal



« We declare that […]
Cécile Besson […] made 

the company win the 
highest awards »



Manufacturing Processes



Sales, Repairs 
and 
Promotions of 
Instruments



Relations with customers

« Of course, I want to remain loyal to the 
Besson brand. […] 
I got my first prize with a Besson in hand »



Musical Life in the 19th and 20th Centuries



Publishing
activities



Toward the bankruptcy in 1950





Thank you for your
attention !

Any questions?

• Christine Laloue : claloue@philharmoniedeparis.fr

• Fabienne Gaudin : ccecconi@philharmoniedeparis.fr

• Cécile Cecconi : ccecconi@philharmoniedeparis.fr

mailto:claloue@philharmoniedeparis.fr
mailto:claloue@philharmoniedeparis.fr
mailto:claloue@philharmoniedeparis.fr
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