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Examples  of  performance  ephemera  from  the  Gerald  
Coke  Handel  Collection  



Playbill  from  1797,  
featuring  the  leading  
soprano  Madame  Mara  as  
the  main  attraction  
  



York  Festival  programme,  
1791  

Extensive  annotations  by  the  
owner  who  was  present,  
describing  Mara  at  one  point  

  



Different  playbills  for  the  same  event,  showing  late  changes  in  performers  

Mr  Pyne  is  listed  among  the  soloists   In  consequence  of  the  severe  illness  of  Mr  
Pyne C   



Programmes  changed  at  short  notice;  did  the  audience  take  note?  

Mount  of  
Olives,  a  week  before  the  event  

H

section  has  changed  



Two  different  playbills  for  the  same  event,  apparently  printed  a  week  apart.    
  

  



Messiah  at  the  Foundling  Hospital,  1773.  
Printed  with  manuscript  additions  for  this  particular  performance  



Newspaper  advertisement  from  the  London  Chronicle,  1758  



Riot  at  Covent  Garden  Theatre  in  1763  when  the  management  stopped  
allowing  reduced  price  admission  to  those  attending  only  the  last  part  of  the  

opera  



Three  differently  priced  tickets  for  a  concert  at  the  Yorkshire  Musical  Festival  
in  1828,  and  a  supplement  to  the  printed  programme  



Yorkshire  Musical  Festival  1828  



Handel  Commemoration  
1784,  ticket  for  a  
performance  at  
Westminster  Abbey  



Ticket  for  a  benefit  concert  for  the  Choral  Fund,  1796,  showing  the  remains  of  
the  stub  which  has  been  removed  



Depiction  of  the  Handel  Festival  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  1859,    
published  in  the  Illustrated  London  News  



Sheet  music  cover  for  a  
piano  score  of  music  from  

  
Israel  in  Egypt,  showing  a  
view  of  the  Handel  
Festival  at  the  Crystal  
Palace  in  1859  



Caricatures  of  the  audience  and  performers  at  the    
Handel  Commemoration  Festival  in  1859  



Seating  plan  for  the  
audience  at  the  Handel  
Festival  at  the  Crystal  
Palace  in  1859,  noting  the  
different  prices  for  the  
side  seats  



Plan  of  the  stage  for  the  Handel  Festival  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  1859,  
comparing  the  size  with  other  performance  venues  of  the  time  



Commemorative  medal  
issued  to  every  performer  
at  the  Handel  Festival  in  
1859.    
Each  medal  has  the  

engraved  around  the  rim.  



Crystal  Palace  concert  at  the  Festival  of  Empire,  1911  



Performers  gathered  from  across  the  country  to  sing  in  the  Handel  Festivals  at  
the  Crystal  Palace,  including  this  group  fro  Yorkshire  in  1909.  



Payment  list  for  the  

Messiah  at  the  Foundling  
Hospital  in  1760  (the  
orchestra  listed  on  the  
reverse);  evidence  of  the  
number  of  performers  and  
the  cost  of  the  event  



Plan  of  the  orchestra  and  singers  at  the    
1784  Handel  Commemoration  Concerts  in  Westminster  Abbey  



View  of  the  organ  and  
seating  installled  for  the  
Handel  Commemoration  
in  Westminster  Abbey  in  
1784  



Westminster  Abbey  at  the  Handel  Commemoration  ca.  1790,  showing  the  
  



Messiah  in  Dublin  in  1742,  
  in  its  original  wrappers  



Wordbook  for  the  first  

Messiah,  1742.  
With  an  errata  slip  
inserted,  indicating  that  a  
recitative  had  been  
missed  out  in  the  original  
printing  
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