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Playbill from 1797,
featuring the leading
soprano Madame Mara as
the main attraction

HAMPSHIRE
MusicMeeting,1797,

Will be held at WINCHESTER on WEDNESDAY the

6th of SEPTEMBER, and Two following Days.
PRINCIPAL VOCAL PER FORMERS:

Madame M AR A,

Mafter ELLIOTT,

(FROM THE THEATRE ROYAL COVENT GARDEN,)

Mr. CHARD, Mr. HILL, Mr. JAMES MAHON,
Mr. GOSS, &c. &c.

PRINCIPAL INSTRUMENTAL PF.RFOR!&ERS:
Mr. JOHN MAHON, (Leader of the Band,)
Mr. C. ASHLEY, (Principal Violoncello, )

Mr. Smart (principal Double Bafs), Mr. Mahon, Mr. R. Atfhley, Mr. Wilfon,
Mr. H. Smart (principal Tenor), Mr. Richards, Mr. Rofs, Mr. Guy, Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Sykes, Mr. Chriftiana, Mr. Royal, &c. &c.  The reft of the Band by
approved Performers.

On WEDNESDAY EVENING, (at ST. JOHN's HOUSE,) will be performed
A

SELECTION,

FROM

L Allegro ed il Penseroso;

With a MISCELLANEOUS ACT, in which Madame MARA will fing Purcell’s
celebrated Song of ¢ Mad Befs,” for that Night only.

On THURSDAY 'MORNING, the SACRED ORATORIO of

The MESSIA

Which will be opened by MADAME MARA, 2

On THURSDAY EVENING, at the TH.EATRE, will be performed, A

Selection from Acis and Galatea;

With a MISCELLANEOUS ACT,
Confifting of fome of the moft favourite Italian and Englith Songs, with Choruffes from Alexander's
Feaft and Boyce's Solomon; with 2 CONCERTO on the CLARIONET, by Mr. JOHN MAHON.
On FRIDAY MORNING,

A Grand Selection of Sacred Music,

Taken from the Oratorios of Jofhua, Sampfon, Athalia, Ifracl in Egypt, Theodora, Judas Maccabus,
Redemption, &c. &c. Toconclude with HANDEL's

CORONATION ANTHEM.
On FRIDAY EVENING, a GRAND

MISCELLANEOUS CONCERT.

AFTER THE MUSIC,
On Wednefday and Friday Evenings, will be a BALL.

Tickets for the Thurfday Evening Performance at the Theatre, Upper and Lower Boxes gs. Pit 35. 64. Gallery a5, Tickets
o!}.nml’ i w{} ey Sy FUSSELL, ift of the Cathedral and l.sollegc,J“;erxhdhn i o
The M‘ '“’.“"‘P erfo will begia ¢ Eleven o'Cloek, the Evening Parformances at Seven. [Buckyass, Printer, Wintoa.
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York Festival programme,
1791

Extensive annotations by the
owner who was present,
describing Mara at one point
as ‘flatter than the violins'.




Different playbills for the same event, showing late changes in performers

‘In consequence of the severe illness of Mr

Mr Pyne is listed among the soloists
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Comfort ye —Cherws,
PASTORAL SYAPHONY. Ak G,
Ssena, Mo SALMON. Thers were She

plherds. —Charus, , Glory 1o God.
R
unto us e Don
At the ud of the First Part,
Mr.J. HR. MOTT,
Inventor of the Patent
SOSTENENTE PIANO-FORTE,
Will perform on this Instrument a FANTASIA, in which he will introduce a pnp«lu Au.
PART 1L —The admired sacred Ontorio, composed by BEETHOVEN, called the

‘Mount of Qlives,

The Solo Parts by Mre. SALYON, i s GOODALI, Me. PYNE and Mr. BELLAMY,
Between the Second and Thi ird Parts,
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Programmes changed at short notice; did the audience take note?

. , Beethoven’s work has been replaced by Handel’s
A featured work is Beethoven’s Mount of Messiah, and much of the ‘miscellaneous’
Olives, a week before the event section has changed




Two different playbills for the same event, apparently printed a week apart.

For this rare ‘staged oratorio’, unusually all performers are listed

Thealre Ioyal, Lovei: = Lrarden.

The Public s respeetfully wformed, that the 3 7

- Sacred Performamnces

DURING LENT, will commence at this Theatre

On FRIDAY ‘§'l‘ l“‘c 22, 1833,
When will be represented

(For the First Time in this Country,

AN ORATORIO,

CONSIS ING OF

Sacred Music, Scenery, & Personation,

EXTITLED

ThelSRAELITES
IN EGYPT;

Passageothe Red Sea.

The Music composed wholly by

EEANDEL and ROSSIRI.

(Adapted by Ti. ROPHINO LACY.
Principal Voeul Performers :—
I. O
Vir. WILSON, Mr. SEGUIN,
Mr RANSPORD Mir G- STANSBUBY
¥ir. H. PmLLlPS
Miss SHIRREFY,  Miss H. CAWSE,

Mrs. WOOD.

By whom the Clmuulrn will be represented as follows :
ISRAELITES,

Mr. H. PHILLIPS, M. WILSON, Mr. G. STANSBURY.
Miss H. CAWSE, AND Mrs. WOOD.
EGYPTIAN

; Mr. WOOD, A .’:lr. Mr. RANSFORD,
ne LEF

Chorus of Israclites nml Lgyptians.
EBLE

Mesdames Appleton, Bowden, H. Bowden, Dalton, l)uxl “orster, Furtescue, Fuller. Goward,
Goodwin, G. Goodwin, Gresley, Horton, P Horton, Irw ackson, Mathews, Mears, Melburne,

Norman, Novello, F. Parry, Pwrn Stanfield, L nsbury, Thowmas, Tuckwell, Wilmot. Winter, &o.

ALTOS.
Mesers. Badland, Beale, Coad, Giffin, Lewis, May, Mears, Miller, 8. Moore, Walsh, &e.

Messrs, Alexander, B. Alexander, H. Corri, Franks, Goodson, Henry, Irwin, Jones, Price, Tully,
Williams, &ec.

BASSES.
Mesers. Atkins, Barclay, Benedict, Bishop, Butler, Caro, Caulfield, Dowsing, Franklyn, F. Novello,
Russel, Shegog, Sherrif, &.

The BAN'D will be numerous and complete,
Augmented from the Orchestras of the King’s Theatre, the Ancient Concerts,
and the Philharmonic ; including the iullo“ing
}) Instrumental Performers
Messrs. ’\l()l” LINDLEY. DRAGO . \I(‘ll()L\()\ FLORKE,
WILLMAN, HOPKINS., ROT LOT. VAUDROLAN,
HARPER, DENMAN, PLATT, &e.
Leader, - - Mr. ™ 0 RI, .
The Cuoruvses will l)e under the '\!qwnutrndem‘e of Mr. C 'ANSBURY,
THE WHOLE UNDER THE DIREC or
Mr. ROPHINO LACY.
On this occasion, the I)umr. will be opened at Seven o'Cloek ;
The Sacred I’erlormunn \vvll commence nlllulﬁmst*ewn,&leg::ln‘nte at Eleven

W. Revasoros, Printer, 9, Exeter-street, Strand.

Trearre Rovan. Covent GaRPEN.
= The Pule 18 respic:Tally wiormed, that the

Sacred Performances

DURING LENT, will commence at this Theatre

This Evening, FRIDAY, Feb. 22, 1833,

When wil! be represent ed,
(For the First Time in this Country, AN ORATORIO,

Sacred Music, Sgggg__ry, & Personation,

IsraelitesinEgypt

l’assa.qe of the RNed Sea !

he Musie annpo-al ulwll‘ by

(Adapted by .. BOP’HI.O m.
‘The Scenery entirely New, painted iy the Iou GRIEVES.
‘The D Action a y Mr. FARLEY.
The Costumes, Dec srations,and general Aplmmhnmb have been prepared fromn
awthentic Sources, and_unon_an extensive Scale.
#rcipal Voenl Performers - —

Mr. WOOD
Mr. WILSON, 'Mr. SEGUIN,
Mr. RANSFORD, Mr. G. STANSBURY,

Mr. H.
Miss SHIRREFT, % CAWSE,

AND

Mrs. WOOD.
By whom the Charact:rx will be yepresented as follows :
ISRAELITES,

Mr. H. PHILLIPS, * Mr. WILSON,
Miss T CAWSEanp - Mrs. WOOD.

Mr. WOOD, Mr. SEGUIN, Mr RA!\\H)HD Mr. G. STANSBURY.
And_ Miss SHIRKEFF

1 e Sacred Perormance will be mvmm mto ““‘,& PARLTS.

The Enca.mgment “of the Israelites,
the gl:l{‘rof Memphis.
The Palace of the King of Memphis.
Temple of the Egyptian Idols-

IN PART

The PASSING of the RED SEA!

Chorus o, :j Israclites and Lgyptians.
. Boden, Dalton, Deither, E. Forster, Fortescue, Fuller, Gon

Trebleg —Mesds. Appleton, Boden, H
acd, Govdwin, G.Goodwin, Gresle
Norman, Novello, F. Parry, Perry, Stanfield, L. Stansbury, Thomas, Tuckwell, W ilwot, Winter, &

Altos.—Mossrs. Badiand, Beale, Coud, Giin, Lewis, May, Mears, Miller, 5. Moore, Walsh, &

Alunndur, H. Corei, Franks, Goodson, Henry, lrwin, Joves,

nadlcl, Bishop, Butler, Caro, Caulfield, Dowsing, Frank-

vello, Shegog, Sherr
f the Performance to be hud w the ﬂuln and ol Kunnuri's Dramatie Repository, corner of
Lsow-street, price ix, 0

The n?u P ‘will be numerous and compl
Angmented frnm lhe drel r~tru! of llﬂ?ug%mlm, the xnmenl Concerts,

and the Philharmonic ; including the following

Pa.l!ns Performers :
Messrs. MORI, LINDLEY ])RM.() NETTI, \ILH(MMN FLORKE,
WILLMAN, HOP ROUSSELOT, VAUDROLAN,
HARPER, lel N, l)L M PlAll, &e.

) 8
The € n:mux!r.?\\$ b under the gu]mrmlem ence of Hro(-n\ TANSBURY,
THE WHOLE UNDER THE DIRECTION OF
Mr. ROPHINO LACY.
On this occasion, the Doots will he opened at Seven 0 Cloek';
The Sacred Performance will commence a!llu“ pastSeven, & terminate at Eleven

Doxes 7s.
Ph veeforihe Baxes 1o be had of Mr. Novrea, at the Box Offce, Il:m —sueet, frow Len il Four,
The Demmatie Free- ln t does not extend hese Performunces.,
A




Ticket for performance of Handel’s Messiah at the Foundling Hospital, 1773.
Printed with manuscript additions for this particular performance




Newspaper advertisement from the London Chronicle, 1758

Hofpital for the Maintenance and Education of expofed
-and deferted young Children,

HIS is to give Nctice, that tuwards the Sup-

: port of this Charity, the Sacred Oratorio, called,

M. B oS .S A H

Will be performed in the Chapel of this Holpital,
under the DireCtion of Genrge Frederick Handel, Efq;
on Thurfday next, the 27th inft, at twelve o’clock at
Noon preciiely 3 @nd, to prevent the Chapel being
crouded; no tore Tickets will be delivered than it can
coavenicatly hold ; which are ready to be had of the
Steward of the HMofpital 5 av Arebur’s Chocolate-boufe
in 8¢. James's Street 5 av Batfon’s Coffee boufe in Corn

bill 5 and at Tom’s Coffee boufe in Devereux Court, at Half
2 Guinea each, 1. COLLINGWGOD, Sccretary,

:

|

|

{
s
q



Riot at Covent Garden Theatre in 1763 when the management stopped
allowing reduced price admission to those attending only the last part of the
opera
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Tzl L ssidoms. Thoctve.in 1768 oo o the Managor refosin
leot al (Povend ot I tecttive o 17 03. 0 consequernce o e AMarageis 7¢ {/u///;l
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Three differently priced tickets for a concert at the Yorkshire Musical Festival
in 1828, and a supplement to the printed programme

THIRD

Porkshive fusical Frestival,

Grand Selection of Sucted Music.

PLETEEN SHILLIVGS.

SUPPLEMENT
70 THE SELECTION TO BE PERFORMED
ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER, 26, 1828.

In the First Part; after the Cnorus, Haydn, (in page 20.)

LUTHER’S HYMN.
Madame CATALANI.
(Trumpet Obligato.—Mr. HARPER.)
GREAT GOD! WHAT DO I SEE AND HEAR:

The end of things created !

The Judge of Mankind does appear,
On clouds of glory seated.

The trumpet sounds, the graves restore
‘T'he dead that they contained before ;
Prepare my soul to meet him,

(Page 21.)—RecrraTive, “ And God said 3 and Arr, “ Onmighty plumes.”

Madame CARADORI.

(Page 23.) —RECITATIVE axp SONG.—Judas Maccabeus.~IEaxpEi..

Miss PATON.
RECITATIVE.
O let eternal honours erown his name ;
Judas ! first worthy in the volls of fame.
Say, ¢ He put on the breast-plate as a giant,
And girt lus warlike harness about him.
in his acts he was like a lion,
And like a liow’s whelp, roaring for his prey.”
SONG.
From mighty kings he took the spoil,
Aud with his acts made Jodali smile ;
Judali rejoiceth in his name.
And trivmphs in her hero's fune.

“* The Patrons and Public ave respectfuily informed, that to avoid delay
and inconvenience in leaving the Churel, no Collections are madle at the
doors, as iv usaal at Pestivals held for elavitable purposes ; but that Donations
will be thankfully received at the Yoak Baxks, ou the Festival Account for
the Four Charitics,

R. BUSDEKIY, PRINTER, HICH-GUSESTE, YURK,
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VIEW OF THE INTERIOR OF YORK MINSTER.
With the Orchestr erceted. wnder tee Great Zover, for the Musieal Festeval. Seplember 1828

Flublihed S 231828 by Tho “Maars Succefierie o 7 Widstorholme Monsier Girie Jork:



Handel Commemoration
1784, ticket for a
performance at
Westminster Abbey




Ticket for a benefit concert for the Choral Fund, 1796, showing the remains of
the stub which has been removed
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Depiction of the Handel Festival at the Crystal Palace in 1859,
published in the /llustrated London News

ILLUSTRATED TIMES, JUNE 20, 1857, JUNE 20, 1857, ILLUSTRATED TIMES. 393




ISRABE B BHEPT

Sheet music cover for a
piano score of music from
Handel’s oratorio

Israel in Egypt, showing a
view of the Handel
Festival at the Crystal
Palace in 1859

R iﬁfljlb“i”:? ri_i'. COLILEBECUILDYS

HANDEL T HESYTIVRDL

S LONDON, CHAPPELL & C°* 49K 50,NEW BOND ST.

i it { PIAM‘I FORTE WARE RIOOMS 13, GEORGE ST, HANOVER SQUARE.

E 1, THE NESSIA a SUBAS WACCABEUS . N* 3 ISRAEL N EGYFT
L oeryncen Te EUM.




Caricatures of the audience and performers at the
Handel Commemoration Festival in 1859




Seating plan for the
audience at the Handel
Festival at the Crystal
Palace in 1859, noting the
different prices for the
side seats
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Plan of the stage for the Handel Festival at the Crystal Palace in 1859,
comparing the size with other performance venues of the time




Commemorative medal
issued to every performer
at the Handel Festival in
1859.

Each medal has the
individual’s name
engraved around the rim.




Crystal Palace concert at the Festival of Empire, 1911




Performers gathered from across the country to sing in the Handel Festivals at
the Crystal Palace, including this group fro Yorkshire in 1909.




Payment list for the
singers at Handel’s
Messiah at the Foundling
Hospital in 1760 (the
orchestra listed on the
reverse); evidence of the
number of performers and
the cost of the event




Plan of the orchestra and singers at the
1784 Handel Commemoration Concerts in Westminster Abbey




View of the organ and
seating installled for the
Handel Commemoration
in Westminster Abbey in
1784
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Westminster Abbey at the Handel Commemoration ca. 1790, showing the
performers with the sopranos arranged ‘decoratively’ at the front




Wordbook for the first performance of Handel’s Messiah in Dublin in 1742,
in its original wrappers
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Wordbook for the first
performance of Handel’s
Messiah, 1742.

With an errata slip
inserted, indicating that a
recitative had been
missed out in the original
printing

]
8 O NG

Bebold and fee if there be any Sorrow like unto bis Sorrow,

RECIT ATI VE, accompany’d.

He was cut off out of the Land of the Living, for the Tran{-
greffion of thy People was he firiken,

& YO NG

But thou didft not leave bis Soul in Hell, nor didff thou fuffer
thy Holy One to fee Corruption.

CHTe "R "U\E

Lift up your Heads, O yé Gates, and le ye lift up ye everlaft-
ing Doors, and the King of Glory fball come in. Who is
this King of Glory 2 The Lord, frong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in Battle, the Lord of Hofls : H is the
King of Glory.

O ¢ S Gl 2 el € i
Let all the Angels of God worfbip bim.

| RECITATIVE

Unto which of the Angels faid He at any Time, thou art
my fon, this Day have I begotten thee ?

; CRE L0 R'U 8
Let all the Angels of God worfbip bim.

RECI
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