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1. The Musical Archives of the Collegiate church Saint-Vincent in Soignies (Belgium)

2. The Pierre-Louis Pollio’s Project

3. What teach us the Musical Archives of Soignies ?



Soignies

Re
th

in
ki

ng
Ch

ur
ch

 M
us

ic 
in

 F
ra

nc
op

ho
ne

 sp
ac

e
du

rin
g

th
e 

18
th

 C
en

tu
ry

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n



Re
th

in
ki

ng
Ch

ur
ch

 M
us

ic 
in

 F
ra

nc
op

ho
ne

 sp
ac

e
du

rin
g

th
e 

18
th

 C
en

tu
ry

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n



Re
th

in
ki

ng
Ch

ur
ch

 M
us

ic 
in

 F
ra

nc
op

ho
ne

 sp
ac

e
du

rin
g

th
e 

18
th

 C
en

tu
ry

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n



F. Hayt, Atlas d’histoire, Bruxelles, De Boeck & Larcier, 1998

Southern Netherlands in the 18th century
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F. Hayt, Atlas d’histoire, Bruxelles, De Boeck & Larcier, 1998

Southern Netherlands in the 18th century

Re
th

in
ki

ng
Ch

ur
ch

 M
us

ic 
in

 F
ra

nc
op

ho
ne

 sp
ac

e
du

rin
g

th
e 

18
th

 C
en

tu
ry

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n

Soignies

French-speaking area



F. Hayt, Atlas d’histoire, Bruxelles, De Boeck & Larcier, 1998

Southern Netherlands in the 18th century
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F. Hayt, Atlas d’histoire, Bruxelles, De Boeck & Larcier, 1998

Archdiocese of Cambrai in the 18th century
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Soignies, chapitre Saint-Vincent
Pierre-Louis Pollio, Te Deum n°1-9
Recueil d’une partie de basson (ver 1779)
B-Ssv 577

Soignies, chapitre Saint-Vincent 
Michel Cabau, Missa Electa ut sol
B-Mse 142 Re
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1797
1269 files of archives are put down to Archives des
Etats du Hainaut, in Mons.
The musical Library remain in Soignies.

19th century
The Factory of the parish preserves, maintains and
increases the musical library.

Jean de Vaere, La collégiale Saint-Vincent (1822)
B-MA / ELB-MRM-4492 A
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1797
1269 files of archives are put down to Archives des
Etats du Hainaut, in Mons.
The musical Library remain in Soignies.

19th century
The Factory of the parish preserves, maintains and
increases the musical library.

May 14, 1940
Destruction of the 1269 files of archives in Mons.
Did this archives contain musical documents ?

Archives des l’État à Mons (mai 1940)
© D.R.
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1797
1269 files of archives are put down to Archives des
Etats du Hainaut, in Mons.
The musical Library remain in Soignies.

19th century
The Factory of the parish preserves, maintains and
increases the musical library.

May 14, 1940
Destruction of the 1269 files of archives in Mons.
Did this archives contain musical documents ?

1963, 1965, 1967
Deposit besides capitular and parochial archives at
the Archives de l’État in Mons.
J. Nazet, Inventaire des archives du chapitre et de la paroisse Saint-
Vincent de Soignies (XIIe-XXe siècles), Bruxelles, 1986.
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1797
1269 files of archives are put down to Archives des
Etats du Hainaut, in Mons.
The musical Library remain in Soignies.

19th century
The Factory of the parish preserves, maintains and
increases the musical library.

May 14, 1940
Destruction of the 1269 files of archives in Mons.
Did this archives contain musical documents ?

1963, 1965, 1967
Deposit besides capitular and parochial archives at
the Archives de l’État in Mons.
J. Nazet, Inventaire des archives du chapitre et de la paroisse Saint-
Vincent de Soignies (XIIe-XXe siècles), Bruxelles, 1986.

1979-1980
F. Deneubourg extacts and lists 1284 musicals
documents previous 1797.
F. Deneubourg, La maîtrise et les musiciens de la collégiale Saint-Vincent
à Soignies (1662-1794), Mémoire de Licence, Bruxelles, Université Libre
de Bruxelles, 1980.
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1797
1269 files of archives are put down to Archives des
Etats du Hainaut, in Mons.
The musical Library remain in Soignies.

19th century
The Factory of the parish preserves, maintains and
increases the musical library.

May 14, 1940
Destruction of the 1269 files of archives in Mons.
Did this archives contain musical documents ?

1963, 1965, 1967
Deposit besides capitular and parochial archives at
the Archives de l’État in Mons.
J. Nazet, Inventaire des archives du chapitre et de la paroisse Saint-
Vincent de Soignies (XIIe-XXe siècles), Bruxelles, 1986.

1979-1980
F. Deneubourg extacts and lists 1284 musicals
documents previous 1797.
F. Deneubourg, La maîtrise et les musiciens de la collégiale Saint-Vincent
à Soignies (1662-1794), Mémoire de Licence, Bruxelles, Université Libre
de Bruxelles, 1980.

1985-1986
L. Verdebout classifies the collection in 430 bundles. Re
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Identification:
• Mons, Archives de l’Etat (RISM : B-Ma)
• Instrument AEM.02.168
• 11, 5 linear meter of archives
• 1998 archive units ( = about 13 000 musical documents)
• Chronology: (1611) 1700-1890 (-1945) Re
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Free download : http://webshop.arch.be/

http://webshop.arch.be/


A scattered musical library :

Mons, Archives de l’État (RISM : B-M-a)

Archives musicales de la collégiale Saint-Vincent de Soignies (RISM : B-Ssv)

Archives du chapitre et de la paroisse Saint-Vincent de Soignies

Fonds musical de l’église Sainte-Élisabeth à Mons (RISM : B-Mse)

Soignies, Musée du Chapitre
Archives musicales (RISM : B-Smc)

Bruxelles, Bibliothèque Royale
Département de la Musique (RISM : B-Br)

Tournai, Archives de l’État
Archives de la maîtrise de la cathédrale de Tournai (RISM : B-Tc)
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Producers of archives

Chapter Saint-Vincent (VIIth-1797) Parish Saint-Vincent (1802-)

Music societies (1789-)
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Producers of archives

Chapter Saint-Vincent (VIIth-1797) Parish Saint-Vincent (1802-)

Music societies (1789-)
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Parish church Saint-Vincent :

Durability of the capitular music library.

• Brevity of the offices interruption (December, 1797 – October, 1802)

• No descruction of the Musical Library during the French Revolution

• Re-use of the ecclesiastical and musical staff in 1802

• Family of Charles-François Binon (1754-1814)
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La Belgique illustrée, Bruxelles, 1892, t. 2, p. 95.



Charles Binon
(Walcourt 1754- Soignies, 1814)

Organist (1802-1814)

Henri-Joseph Binon
(Mons, 1782- Soignies, 1843)

Organist (1808, 1814-1843)

Marie-Caroline Aubry
(1789-1852)

Charles-Henri Binon
(Soignies, 1806-1834)

Instrumentalist (1821-1834)

Félix Binon
(Soignies, 1812-?)

Cantor, Instrumentalist (fl. 1821-1834)

Vincent Binon
(Soignies, 1814-?)

Cantor, Instrumentalist (fl. 1821-1834)

Eugène Binon
(Soignies, 1819-1852)
Organist (1830, 1843-1852)
Music master (1842-1852)

Émile-Félix Binon
(Soignies, 1829-1891)

Organist (1852-1891)

Anne-Caroline Santon

Éléonore Binon
(Soignies, 1820-1870)

Benoît-Joseph Polard 
(Soignies, 1819-1884)

Serpentist (1836-1852)
Music master (1852-1884)
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Soignies, Collégiale Saint-Vincent.
Photography, ca. 1880.

Three periods in the Repertory :

1802-1835

• Repertory of the Chapiter’s musical Library

1835-1845

• Institution of a music master (1836)

• Construction of a new organ by F.-B. Loret (1842)

• Death of Henri-Joseph Binon (1843)

• New Repertory of Belgian and German composers

1890-1910

• Death of Émile Binon (1891)

• Restoration of the collegiate church (1898-1904)

• Pius X’s Motu proprio (1903)

• Gregorian repertory
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Producers of archives

Chapter Saint-Vincent (VIIth-1797) Parish Saint-Vincent (1802-)

Music societies (1789-)
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Société de concert
Société philharmonique de Soignies
Société Gauthier / Orphéon sonégien
Société bourgeoise de la Ville de Soignies
Didactic works
Anonymous

A. Sacchini (1730-1786)
Œdipe à Colonne – Trio « O bonté secourable et chère » (1789)
AEM.02.168/1625
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J. Haydn (1732-1809)
Trois Quatuors (Paris, Sieber, 1791) – Arr. F. Fiorillo
AEM.02.168/1580

N. Mestrino (1748-1789)
3e Concerto a Violon Principal (Paris, Sieber, 1793-1797)
AEM.02.168/1606
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Jean-Baptiste Mohr (1823-1891)
Pas redoublé (vers 1858)
Mons, AEM, Archives musicales, 1708 Re
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Jean-Frédéric Braun (av. 1774-1806)
Gamme et Methode pour les Trombonnes (ca. 1811)

AEM.02.168/1921
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Fabien Guilloux, « Braun’s Gamme et Méthode pour les Trombonnes : some new evidence », 

Historic Brass Society Journal, 28 (2016), p. 73-96.



Ambroise Thomas (1811-1896)
Le chant des amis (1864)
Mons, AEM, Archives musicales, 1838 Re
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Anonyme (copie J. Binon)
Recueil de contredanses (ca. 1820)
AEM.02.168/1889 Re
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Producers of archives

Chapter Saint-Vincent (VIIth-1797) Parish Saint-Vincent (1802-)

Music societies (1789-)
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Plain-chant

Music masters

Choirboys /chapter's musicians

Others musicians

Anonyms

Repertory in the Chapter’s musical library
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Music masters of the Collegiate Church of Saint-Vincent (18th century)

1713-1716? F. Goutier (ca. 1705-1741)

1716-1720, 1728-1731? J.-M. Cabau (av. 1708-1742)

1732-1740 E. François (ca. 1702-1754)

1741-1743 G. Cantiniau (1706-1760)

1743-1756 J.-L. Gossart (ca. 1711-1759)

1758-1766 T. Delmoitiez (1733-1802)

1767-1785 P.-L. Pollio (1724-1796)

1785-1787 F.-J. Schorn (fl. 1782-1791)

1789 A. Guignet (fl. 1789)

1789-1797 R. Tiron (1761-1851)

Chantrerie (18th Century) – Today Académie de Musique
Soignies, 8 rue Ferrer Re

th
in

ki
ng

Ch
ur

ch
 M

us
ic 

in
 F

ra
nc

op
ho

ne
 sp

ac
e

du
rin

g
th

e 
18

th
 C

en
tu

ry
Th

e 
M

us
ica

l A
rc

hi
ve

s o
f t

he
 C

ol
le

gi
at

e
Ch

ur
ch

 S
ai

nt
-V

in
ce

nt
 in

 S
oi

gn
ie

s



0

100

200

300

400

500

600

F. 
Goutie

r

J.-
M

. C
ab

au

E. F
ra

nço
is

G. C
antin

iau

J.-
L. 

Gossa
rt

N.-J
.-T

. D
elm

oiti
ez

P.-L
. P

ollio

F. 
Sc

horn

A. G
uign

et

R. T
iro

n

Re
th

in
ki

ng
Ch

ur
ch

 M
us

ic
 in

 F
ra

nc
op

ho
ne

 s
pa

ce
du

ri
ng

th
e 

18
th

 C
en

tu
ry

Th
e 

M
us

ic
al

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

Co
lle

gi
at

e
Ch

ur
ch

 S
ai

nt
-V

in
ce

nt
 in

 S
oi

gn
ie

s



Pierre-Louis Pollio (1724-1767)

• 15.06.1724 – Birth in Dijon

• Vers 1732-1743 – Training with Joseph Michel (1688-176)

• 1746 – Paris ?

• 01.08. 1746 – Vicar at the Collegiate Church of Saint-Pierre of Aire-sur-la-Lys

• Av. 01.1751 – Music master at the Collegiate Church of Saint-Fursy of Péronne

• 03.1751-09. 1762 – Music master at the Sainte-Chapelle of Dijon

• 09.1762-08. 1767 – Music master at the Saint-Pierre Cathedral of Beauvais 

• 09.1767-06.1785 – Music Master at the Collegiate Church of Saint Vincent of Soignies

• 05.11.1784 – Canon of Saint Vincent Chapter

• 07.12. 1796 – Death in Soignies

P.-L. Pollio

Opera quinta (1771)
B-Br / Ms. II 3093, 2 Mus.
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Pollio, Opera 6a (1774)
B-Smc / Ms. 13

Pierre-Louis Pollio’s manuscripts today:

• Soignies, Musée du Chapitre, Archives
• Mons, Archives de l’Etat, Archives musicales de la collégiale

Saint-Vincent de Soignies
• Mons, Archives de l’Etat, Archives musicales de l’église Sainte-

Elisabeth de Mons
• Bruxelles, Bibliothèque Royale
• Beauvais, Trésor de la cathédrale Saint-Pierre
• Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France

Bibliographical data :

• 23 autograph volumes (scores)
• 12 autograph manuscripts not bund (scores)
• 1 stenciled volume (choir book)
• 499 archive’s files (separates parts)
• Around 1063 opus numbers
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1. The Musical Archives of the Collegiate church Saint-Vincent in Soignies (Belgium)

2. The Pierre-Louis Pollio’s Project

3. What teach us the Musical Archives of Soignies ?
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Pierre-Louis Pollio’s project
• 2015-2016 : Inventory of the collection 

• 2015- : Team of international researchers (historians, archivists, 
musicologists, etc.)

Work in progress :

• 2015- : Biennial seminary of research (Paris / Mons / Valenciennes)

• Thematic : The Music Library, Musical practices, Music teaching, 
music instruments, etc.

• Pierre-Louis Pollio’s critical biography.
• Collective book on the musical practices

Free download : http://webshop.arch.be/

http://webshop.arch.be/
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• 1 Master / 1 PhD work in progress on this collection



Pierre-Louis Pollio’s project
• 2015-2016 : Inventory of the collection 

• 2015- : Team of international researchers (historians, archivists, 

musicologists, etc.)

Work in progress :

• 2015- : Biennial seminary of research (Paris / Mons / Valenciennes)

• Thematic : The Music Library, Musical practices, Music teaching, 

music instruments, etc.

• Pierre-Louis Pollio’s critical biography.

• Collective book on the musical practices

• 2016- : Students seminary (Musical Repertory)

• Scores’ anthology (critical digital publishing)

• 1 Master / 1 PhD work in progress on this collection

• 2017- : Workshop on performances practices

• Workshop / concerts 

Into a project :

• Acoustic studies

• Recordings

• Exhibition (Soignies / Mons)
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ü What the Soignies Fund teaches us:

ü Management of a musical library of a Collegiate Church in the 18th century.

ü Central and structuring place of the plainchant in the repertory and the practice.

ü Important place of improvised polyphonic practices.



P.-L. Pollio, Traité du Chant sur le livre (1770-1771)
Soignies, Musée du Chapitre, Ms. 25



ü What the Soignies Fund teaches us:

ü Management of a musical library of a Collegiate Church in the 18th century.

ü Central and structuring place of the plainchant in the repertory and the practice.

ü Important place of improvised polyphonic practices.

ü Variety of forms of musical expression (Rethinking the idea of stylistic unity.

ü Interrogate the question of musical forces and placements in the architectural space

ü Interrogate about the idea of a sound and a vocal technique specific to Church music.

ü Rethinking religious music production out of a logic Paris / Province or Brussels / Province.

ü Rethinking the issue of learning and training musicians in a choir school's context.




