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Reminder
• Since January 

2006 : 
references of 
the documents 
in the Music 
Department of 
the BnF can 
be found in 
BN-Opale 
Plus
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Data conversions already completed

• French Music bibliography 1946-1982
=> 31 180 records

• Sheet music catalogue 1946-1966
=> 19 144 records

=> All the references for printed music entered in BnF by 
legal deposit since 1946 can be found in BN-Opale Plus
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Data conversions recently completed
• Catalogue edited by François Lesure, Early printed music 

in Parisian public libraries
=> 15 423 records

• Catalogue of handwritten letters in the Music Department 
(LA series)

=> 35 948 records

• Catalogue of the new handwritten  letters and of the letters 
received by Nadia Boulanger

=> 3 446 records
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Catalogue Lesure
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New possibilities to make data requests

• Secondary authors : musical arrangers, lyricists, librettists, 
music engravers, etc.

• Music publishers
• Plate numbers
• Thematic catalogue numbers
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Decoded information

• Dating remarks : ‘Daté d’après :’
• RISM references
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Numerous copies and specific details



  

Bibliothèque nationale de France

Various editions
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Copies held outside the BnF
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Handwritten letters (LA collection)

• Conversion 
not based 
upon the 
catalogue 
edited by 
Bloch 
Michel
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Autograph letters (LA collection) 
(suite)

• Conversion based upon the old handwritten 
catalogues
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Handwritten letters (NLA collection)

• Conversion based upon the card catalogue
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Letters received by Nadia Boulanger
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Microfilm catalogue

• References of the  microfilms in the Music 
department
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Enhancement of the records

• Call numbers of the microfilms put in the records
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The conversion of the author and 

anonymous author catalogue of the 
Music Department
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Many difficulties : the size of the 
catalogue

• 621 drawers
• 867 614 cards
• 750 000 records 

converted
• Final result of    

600 000 records
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Many difficulties (2) : the bad state 
of some cards
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Many difficulties (3) : different ways of 

cataloging
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Many difficulties (4) : non-latin 

characters
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Many difficulties (5) : very long 
records
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Planning

• 5 year project : 2006-2011
• Project began with Jouve, our supplier, on 

October  30th 2006 
• 5 months of preliminary work
• At the same time : complete digitization of 

the catalogue
• Data entry process beginning in May 2007
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New project : early printed and 
manuscript music held outside Paris

• Data conversion of 30 different catalogues
• Beginning of the project in 2008
• Data put in CCFr in 2009 : 

http://ccfr.bnf.fr/portailccfr/servlet/LoginServlet
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Thank you for your time !

sebastien.gaudelus@bnf.fr


