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University of Cape Town (UCT), Baxter Theatre
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#RhodesMustFall student protests
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Cecil John Rhodes (1853–1902)
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Burning of artworks during #RhodesMustFall
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• Marginalisation black scholars

• Eurocentric and colonial basis

• Lack transformation

• Treatment black workers

• Funding black students
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#RhodesMustFall protests at Oxford University
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“Transformation is about the university re-inventing itself. [...] 
We have committed ourselves to being an African university 
and this should show in how we relate with one another, the 
communities around us and with our environment. […] We 

need more black people in our ranks, but more than that, we 
also need transformation of the mind and of the heart.” 

(Phakeng 2018:5)
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Decolonisation and Transformation
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“The demand to decolonise the 
curriculum has moved from a 

protest movement at the margins to 
the centre of many institutions, as 
reflected by its inclusion in policies 

and strategies and numerous 
initiatives in libraries and archives 

that […] are critically examining 
their own historic legacies and 

practices to support institutional 
and societal change.”
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“It is our job as LIS professionals to educate our users to 
critically analyse information, question its origin and challenge 

its validity. [That] they have access to multiple perspectives 
and sources from which to draw conclusions. […] The core of 

‘decolonisation’ work is accessing stories from different 
perspectives.”1

1https://www.cilip.org.uk/news/605611/Decolonising-the-library-Making-space-for-new-narratives.htm
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African Studies Collection, Jagger Library
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Pretty Yende at the Metropolitan Opera, NYC
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Bongani Ndodana-Breen
(1975– )

Akin Euba
(1935–2020)



Sheet Music Collections at UCT

1. Special collections and archives

2. South African sheet music (TPA)

3. General sheet music (TP)
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Erik Chisholm 
(1904–1965)

William H Bell
(1873–1946)
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Blanche Gerstman
(1910–1973)

Priaulx Rainier
(1903–1986)
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Priaulx Rainier: Sketches from Cello Concerto (1964) 
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Priaulx Rainier: Cello Concerto (1964)
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Jan van Riebeeck (1619–1677)
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Sheet Music Collections at UCT

1. Special collections and archives

2. South African sheet music (TPA)

3. General sheet music (TP)
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Hubert du Plessis 
(1922–2011)

Arnold van Wyk
(1916–1983)
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Princess Magogo: Uyephi Na? (Where Has He Gone?) 
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Magogo, Khumalo & Klatzow: Thambo Lenyoka (1999)
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Magogo, Khumalo & Klatzow: Thambo Lenyoka (1999)



Sheet Music Collections at UCT

1. Special collections and archives

2. South African sheet music (TPA)

3. General sheet music (TP)
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Reuben Caluza
(1895–1969)

Neo Muyanga
(1974– )
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• John Dube
• Abdullah Ibrahim
• Andile Khumalo
• Mzilikazi Khumalo
• Bongani Ndodana-Breen
• Surrendran Reddy
• Enoch Sontonga

• Bertha Egnos
• Blanch Gerstman
• Avril Kinsey
• Priaulx Rainier
• Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph
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Blanche Gerstman (1910–1973): Violin Sonata (1952)
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Enoch Sontonga (1873–1905): Nkosi sikelel’i Afrika
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Abdullah Ibrahim (1934– )
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Abdullah Ibrahim: African Song No.1 (2012)
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Bongani Ndodana-Breen: Flowers in the Sand (2007)
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“The system is structured in such a way that it acts as a 
gatekeeper to particular kinds of music. Yes, in the past it 
affected mostly black people, but today, I would say, most 

contemporary composers do not get an opportunity for their 
work to be part of the library collection.” (Khumalo 2022)



Where to from here?
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wilhelm.delport@gmail.com

Wilhelm Delport


