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Spillville, 
Iowa



Turkey River, Spillville, Iowa



Birds in Music

² Type 1:  Quasi-Bird.  
²Uses birdlike elements—trills, tremolos, fast, disjunct

motion, high instruments (flutes, clarinets, oboes, 
violins), jerky rhythm

² Type 2: Specific Bird.  
²Copies a known birdsong

² Type 3: Specific Bird that Shapes Piece.  
²Uses a specific birdsong as a compositional element 

shaping the piece.



Wagner, Siegfried Idyll -- George Solti, Vienna Philharmonic



IMSLP, Eulenburg, 1938. 
Bohm, Vienna Philharmonic

Beethoven, Pastoral Symphony
--end of  mvt. 2



Nightingale



Common 
Quail

Cuckoo

Creator: Chris 
Romeiks
Copyright: Chris 
Romeiks



IMSLP, Eulenburg, 1938. 
Bohm, Vienna Philharmonic

Beethoven, Pastoral Symphony
--end of  mvt. 2



Dvořák with his pigeons



Park in Vysoká



Dvořák, Symphony no. 8
1st mvt., flute solo

2nd mvt., 
winds

4th mvt., cellos



Simeon Pease Cheney 
Wood Notes Wild: Notations of  Bird Music 
(Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1892). 



Dvořák, From the New World
2nd mvt., winds and violins

Wood Notes Wild, American Robin



Dvořák, From the New World
3rd movement beginning, winds

3rd movement, dance

Wood Notes Wild, American Robin
Or, Chickadee!



https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-
eyed_Vireo/media-browser/65763991
copyright, Jim Hully, Macauley Library, 2016

https://insider.si.edu/2017/04/c
up-joe-thats-also-good-birds/

Red-eyed Vireo

Scarlet Tanager

Birdsong as copied by Josef  
Kovarik.

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-eyed_Vireo/media-browser/65763991


Dvořák, American Quartet, 3rd movement

Red-eyed Vireo, call and response Scarlet
Tanager, 
bird theme



3rd mvt. bird

1st mvt. theme

4th mvt. theme

Note and scale

3rd mvt. theme



1st mvt. theme

Birdy Gestures

Jerky rhythms

Super high notes

3rd mvt.  

Unexpected leaps

1st mvt.

2nd mvt.
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