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Austria, report 2006

Probably the most important event in the field of Austrian music libraries in 2005 was the move
of the Music Department of the Austrian National Library to a new location. For decades (since
1920) the Music Department had been situated in the fourth floor of Albertina building; because
of lack of space a new building (in fact an old one) was acquired and adapted: Palais Mollard-
Clary in Herrengasse 9, situated in the close vicinity of the National Library area. The move took
place from August to October 2005. 7,000 meters of holdings had to be transported, and the new
Music Department opened in November 2005. The card catalogues were converted from 2001 to
2005 to an online-catalogue, which is available now by the website of the Austrian National
Library (www.onb.ac.at (link is external)).

The Mozart year 2006 caused a lot of events and activities in Austria, even in the field of
libraries. Mozart exhibitions were organized by the Archive of Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde
and by the Da Ponte Institute, which showed a variety of valuable Mozart manuscripts owned by
libraries from all over the world.

Since the last IAML conference, two meetings of IAML Austria were held:

The first meeting, on 3 October 2005 took place in Salzburg (Schloss Frohnburg); the branch
was invited by the University Mozarteum Salzburg. The thematic focus was preservation of
holdings: on the one hand preservation of materials in the common sense by means of
restoration, on the other hand digitization of library holdings. Especially the project Schubert
online (Schubert manuscripts) was presented by Thomas Aigner.

The second meeting, on 12 May 2006, was an opportunity to visit the new location of the Music
Department of the Austrian National Library in Vienna. A Round Table discussion dealt with the
wide-spread problem of music autographs: their importance, their value in an ideal and in a
material sense, and their identity in the age of digital notation. (The minutes of this last meeting
are published on the IAML Austria homepage: www.iaml.at (link is external)).
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