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PROFMUS
Project

Study the 
social 
and professional status 
of musicians 
in Portugal, 
from 1750 to 1984



Main
Sources

ARCHIVES from

Irmandade de Santa Cecília (ISC)

(Santa Cecilia Brotherhood) (1603-)

Montepio Filarmónico (MP)

(1834-)

Associação de Classe dos Músicos Portugueses (ACMP)

(Musicians Union) (1909-1933)

Sindicato Nacional dos Músicos (SNM)

(Musicians corporation during the dictatorship) (1933-1974)

Sindicato dos Músicos (SM)

(Musicians Union) (1974-)



Sources
Characterization 

Digitized
Printed 
books



Diccionario biographico de musicos portuguezes; historia e bibliographia da musica em Portugal
by Vieira, Ernesto, 1900



Sources
Characterization 

Digitized
Printed
books



Os Meninos do Coro da Sé de Lisboa e a sua organização até
à Revolução liberal de 1834 by Joseph Schepeerel (2003)



Sources
Characterization 

Public Online 
Databases

http://www2.fcsh.unl.pt/portmuse/index.asp

http://www2.fcsh.unl.pt/portmuse/index.asp


Sources
Characterization 

Public Online 
Databases

http://biblioteca.teatro-
dmaria.pt/Opac/Pages/ErrorPage.aspx?aspxerrorpath=/Opac/Pages/Search/AdvancedSearch.aspx

http://biblioteca.teatro-dmaria.pt/Opac/Pages/ErrorPage.aspx?aspxerrorpath=/Opac/Pages/Search/AdvancedSearch.aspx


Sources
Characterization 

Public Online 
Databases

http://weebox.fmh.ulisboa.pt/community/#front



Sources
Characterization 

Personal
Databases

F. Esposito 
data collection to 
"Um Movimento

Musical como
nunca houve em

Portugal" 



Sources
Characterization 

Personal
Databases

M. Albuquerque
data collection to 

“A edição Musical em
Portugal (1834-1900" 



Challenges

▪ Semantic challenges:
▪ Information exists described in disparate points of view

(including redundant, incorrect or outdated information).

▪ Technical challenges:
▪ Existing data is structured using disparate formats

(databases, textual lists or tables, annotations in images, …);
▪ Large period to cover (1750 to 1984) implies:
• a great amount of data is expected;
• the data attributes need to be able to cope with:

• the evolution of the musician's status;
• the temporal evolution of the concepts (types of 

works and performances, instruments, etc.);
• geolocation of the musicians along their life.

▪ Legal challenges:
▪ Portuguese archival law (illegal to publish personal 

information in the period of 30 years following the person’s 
death, except if already in public domain).



Geolocation

The geography of the city 
changed

The street names changed



https://www.geonames.org/

https://www.geonames.org/


Technical 
challenges

INSTANCIA

ITEM
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1
Music Ontology
Framework

From Isophonics.net [accessed 21 june 2019]



2
Doremus

FRBRoo (Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic Records – object oriented)

+
CIDOC-CMR



2
Doremus

Representação do processo de criação de uma expressão através de uma atividade. Retirado de Choffé; Leresche, 2016



2
Doremus

From de Choffé; Leresche, 2016



3
Performed
Music
Ontology

From Overview of the BIBFRAME 2.0 Model April 21, 2016. https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/docs/bibframe2-model.html
[Consultado 21 Jun. 2018]

https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/docs/bibframe2-model.html


Performed Medium

Nancy Lorimer; Michelle Futornick (2017) BIBFRAME beyond books : explorations in extending BIBFRAME 2.0 to improve 
discovery of performed music. Stanford University: ALA Midwinter 2017



Main requirement 
for the technological 

solution: FLEXIBLE 
ONTOLOGY, able to 

change as necessary 
over the project 

lifetime (example of an 
object description in 

wikibase)

Wikibase/API. Retrieved from https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Wikibase/API [accessed 1JUL2019]

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Wikibase/API
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