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Two archives in one « Fonds » 

• The « Fonds Messiaen » arrived at the Music Department of 
Bibliothèque nationale de France in February 2015 

• 150 linear meters of documents 

• Exceptional for its scientific interest 

• Preserved from ca 1900 to 2010. 

• Two archives, mixed together :  
• Archives of Olivier Messiaen (1902-1992) 

• Archives of Yvonne Loriod, second wife (1924-2010) 
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Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)  
 
Composer, pianist, organist, 
teacher, theorist,… rythmicien, 
ornithologist  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In his house of Petichet (Dauphiné), 1945 
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• Classical formation 
• 11 years studies at the Conservatoire de Paris 

• Get all distinctions, excepted prestigious Prix de Rome 

 

• Pianist 
• Fine performer of his own works 

 

• Organist 
• Permanent holder of the Trinité Church organ from 1931 (aged 22) to 1991. 

Reknowned for his improvisations and organ compositions 

 

• Composer 
• ca 90 majors works 
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• Music Theorist, author of two main works: 

• Traité de composition, Technique de mon langage musical (1944) 

• Traité de rythme, de couleur et d’ornithologie (1949-1992), remain 
unfinished, completed and published by Yvonne Loriod between 
1994-2002, (ed. Leduc, 7 vols) 

• Ornithologist: 
• Many researches based on birds songs which influenced his own 

musical language and theory. 

• Rythmician: 
• Many researches on rythms specially in Indian tradition and 

Ancient Greece 
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• Great renown teacher  
• Private lessons for friends and pupils (1941- ) 

• Conservatoire de Paris (1941-1977) 

• Classe d’harmonie (1941-1947) 

• Classe d’analyse et d’esthétique (1947-1966) 

• Classe de composition (1966-1977)  

 

• Many diverse profiles and personalities, sort of initiates study group, chain of 
authors, creators, performers and teachers, who all have in common to have 
been students « à la classe de Messiaen ».  

• A non equivalent pedagogic experience in music teaching in the 20th century. 
A sort of « start-up » in music teaching which spread all other the world 

• Among his pupils: Pierre Boulez, Karheinz Stockhausen, Iannis Xenakis, Ivo 
Malec, François-Bernard Mâche, Pierre Henry, Gilbert Amy, George 
Benjamin,….   
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A class 
Conservatoire de Paris, 1952 

Karl-Heinz Stockhausen, in 
white behind Messiaen. 
Yvonne Loriod, first row, facing 
the camera 
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The last class 
Conservatoire de Paris, 1972 

George Benjamin (2d from the left) 
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Yvonne Loriod (1924-2010) 
 
 
 

Pianist, teacher, composer.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Paris, rue Blanche, 1943 

10 



• Pupil in the first harmony class of Messiaen, in 1941 

• Very gifted pianist, she soon devoted her talent to perform 
Messiaens’ works which fit very well to her amazing technical level 

• Renown pianist teacher at Darmstadt and Conservatoire de Paris 

• Componist, ca 30 works, still unpublished 

• Married Messiaen in second wedding, in 1961 

 

• After Messiaen’s death in 1992, she classified, organized, annotated, 
all her husband’s manuscripts and papers, and she published the 
Traité de rythme de couleur et d’ornithologie, remained unfinished. 
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Yvonne Loriod (1924-2010), 
2d wife, pianist, teacher, 
composer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Au Conservatoire de Paris, en 1943 
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Olivier Messiaen and 
Yvonne Loriod 

 

 

Last photo together, Petichet, 1991. 
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Claire Delbos (1906-1959), 
composer and violonist , 
Olivier Messiaen’s first wife 

 

 

Claire Delbos, Olivier Messiaen 
and their son Pascal, 1948 
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Cécile Sauvage (1883-1927), 
Messiaens’s mother, poetress 
 
 

 

 

 

 

with her first son, Olivier, aged one 
year, 1909 
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Producers of archives « Fonds Messiaen » 

• Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992), composer, pianist, organist, teacher, theorician, 
ornithologist  

• Yvonne Loriod (1924-2010), pianist, teacher, composer, 2d wife (married 1961-
1992)  

 

• Claire Delbos (1906-1959), violonist, composer, 1st wife (married 1932-1959)  

 

• Cécile Sauvage (1883-1927), Messiaens’s mother, poetress 

• Pierre Messiaen (1883-1957), Messiaens’s father, english teacher, journalist,  

• Alain Messiaen (1912-1990), Messiaens’s brother, poet 

• Others, family papers from both sides 
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Olivier Messiaen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yvonne Loriod 
 
 

Family papers 
Cécile Sauvage 

Pierre Messiaen 
Alain Messiaen 
Claire Delbos  
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Status of the Fonds Messiaen, today 
 

• After Messiaen’s death in 1992, Yvonne Loriod spent years to 
organize, classified and annotated the archives 

• Some gifts were made by Yvonne Loriod to the Library of the 
Conservatoire de Paris. Ca 800 scores used by Messiaen for his own 
practise and for his analysis classes 

 

• Yvonne Loriod created the Fondation Olivier Messiaen in 1994, 
under control and protection of Fondation de France 
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The aims of the Fondation Olivier Messiaen are:  

• to insure the preservation and the diffusion of Messiaen’s works,  

• to help young musicians and musicologists in researches on Messiaen 

• to maintain the house in Petichet, today became an artist’s residence 
and inaugurated 1st of July 2016 

• to preserve his music manuscripts by digitizing all autographs items 
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Fonds Olivier Messiaen 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fonds Yvonne Loriod 
 
 

Family papers 

Library of 
Conservatoire 
ca 800 scores 

Fondation de France 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fondation Olivier Messiaen 

BnF – Département  
de la musique  
Fonds Messiaen 

Maison Messiaen 
artists residence 

Petichet 
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Status of the archives 

• Fonds Messiaen at the BnF-Music Department is a permanent deposit 

 

• The documents will change status, and become « gifts » as and when 
they are processed ; which means: catalogued and digitized 
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Moving the archives… 
• 150 linear meters of all kind of documents (mainly papers but 

also, slides, objets, textiles, audiovisuals supports….), to be 
removed from the flat occupied from 1954 to 2010 

 

• Flat, unoccupied since 2006, divided in 8 separate rooms, on 4th 
and 5th floors of a building, (with a very small lift, and some 
steps) 

 

• Sanitary problems detected (due to water damages, dust, heat, 
mold and humidity).  

• Prior transferring, analysis were done by BnF scientific laboratory 
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Water damage 

24 



Water damage 
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Mold, humidity 
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Mold 
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Mold 
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Moving the archives… 

• Obligation to organize the transfer in 3 different « waves », 
with no contact from one to the others 

 

clean      green boxes  direct entry  stacks or reserve 

dusty      yellow boxes cleaning   laboratory  

infected        red boxes desinfection  laboratory 

 

Last boxes came back from laboratory in june 2016 
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Archives in the stacks: pre-conditioning 
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Archives in the stacks: pre-conditioning 
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What’s in the Fonds Messiaen: Everything getting 
in touch with his works and activities, near of far 
 
• Music manuscripts of quite all main works, in all steps of elaboration: 

from the very first sketches to fair copies 

• Printed scores, annotated xeroxs, annotated photographies 

• Texts manuscripts, typescripts, printed, first drafts to fair copies, from 
articles, conferences, programm notes, files on many topics 

• Diaries, private and professional correspondence  

• Library : books on music topics, arts, religion, science and technique, 
birds, history of civilization… 

• Thousand of photographies in private or public situations 
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What’s in the Fonds Messiaen: Everything getting 
in touch with his works and activities, near of far 
 
• Programms of all concerts given by Olivier Messiaen and Yvonne 

Loriod 

• Press clippings 

• Score Library of Yvonne Loriod 

• Objects such as presents offered by pupils or admirers, souvenirs, 
collection of semi-precious stones, music instruments,… 
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Note book, original document on very fragile papers, written in pencil, very 
pale, need to be restore, bounded and digitized before communication – 
communication will be exceptionnal and on special request 
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Music manuscript of l’Ensorceleuse, unpublished cantata, with 
mold, desinfected, need to be restore and bounded 
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Note book, bird songs (2 of 230 items).  A lot of « post-it » and 
annotation papers taped by Yvonne Loriod, have to be removed 
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A lot of « post-it » and 
annotation papers taped 
by Yvonne Loriod, quite 
on each document, will 
have to be removed and 
kept apart 
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Storage boxes for photos 
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Olivier Messiaen, Yvonne Loriod, Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter, Mstislav Rostropovitch, at the White House, 1978 
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Strawinsky, Rite of Spring  

Score piano four hands, used by 
Messiaen for his analysis lessons 
at the Conservatoire, a lot of 
annotations, very pale pencil, in 
the corners and edges 
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Strawinsky, Rite of Spring  

Score piano four hands, used 
by Messiaen for his analysis 
lessons at the Conservatoire 
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53 years of Diaries, small size, written in very pale pencil (Diary 1947) 
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Souvenirs 

Box 100 years old, hand 
made, (gift from M. Chen 
Qijung, nov. 85) 
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Boxes custom-made for objects 

44 



Objects 

Tree branch from the Carceri  

(exact colour of the 
Franciscan’s dress !)  

Bring back from the Carceri in 
april 1980. 

 

Carceri is near Assise, in Italy. 
Messiaen was composing is 
opera Saint François d’Assise 
and went there to visit these 
places 
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Boxes custom-made for objects: 
Tree branch from the Carceri  
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Boxes custom-made for objects (medals) 
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Stone from the Mount 
Messiaen  
(near Parowan, Utah) 
(label written by Messiaen)  

 

A Mountain was named 
Mount Messiaen in honor of 
the composer, in 1978.  

Messiaen visited the canyons 
of southern Utah in 1973 and 
it inspired his orchestral 
works Des canyons aux 
étoiles. 
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Collection of semi-precious stones 

Améthyste in a geod (Brasil) 
Label written by Yvonne Loriod « given 
by H. Holliger, sept. 84, Basel » 
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How do we describe and catalogue the Fonds ? 

• The whole Fonds Messiaen will be described in the new BnF 
catalogue, BAM (Base Archives et Manuscrits) 

• IR (Instrument de recherche – Finding aid) is written in EAD format, 
with software Pixml 

• However, main music manuscripts are continue to be described in 
BnF-Catalogue général, in Intermarc format 

• A short description of music manuscripts in the finding aid, is linked 
to the detailed notice in Catalogue général 
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Description of the Fonds first provides : 

• Shelf-marks 

• Description of contents 

• Biography and history of the archives 

• Steps of conservation and preservation processes 

• Information on entries, accesses restrictions 

• Technical information on special type of material (audiovisual for 
example) 

• Intellectual organization of the Fonds (arborescence) 
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II. Oeuvres musicales (par genre et par ordre chronologique de date de composition) 

 II. 1. piano 

  II. 1. 1. La Dame de Shalott (1917) 

  II. 1. 2. La Tristesse d’un grand ciel blanc (1925) 

  II. 1. 3. Préludes [Huit Préludes] (1928-1929) 

  II. 1. 4. Fantaisie burlesque (1932) 

  II. 1. 5. Pièce pour le tombeau de Paul Dukas (1935) 

  II. 1. 6. Rondeau (1943) 

  II. 1. 7. Visions de l’Amen (1943) 

   esquisses, brouillons 

   manuscrit mis au net 

   photocopies annotées 

   éditions imprimées 

   programmes 

   photo de la création 

   coupures de presse 

   textes sur l’œuvre : notices, commentaires 

   représentations ultérieures 
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From Catalogue Général to BAM (Base 
Archives et Manuscrit) and Gallica 
• Music manuscrits and all autograph documents in general will be 

catalogued in Intermarc format in the Catalogue General 

• An entry with very short description appears in the finding aid in BAM 

• A link is active from the short reference in BAM to the full description 
in Catalogue General 

• Another link is active, from reference in Catalogue General to Gallica, 
to see digitized images (only in Gallica intramuros, due to copyright 
protection) 
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Access to documents 

• Most of autograph manuscripts (music manuscripts, diaries, note-
books, texts of articles, conferences,…) are written with very light 
pencil. They have to be catalogued and digitized before being 
accessible for research 

• Only images will be available for consultation 

• The description in the Catalogue general is linked to Gallica, where 
images could be seen, inside the reading rooms  

• Originals will not be shown, only on very exceptionnal request 

• Finding aid is only at its very beginning…. Long work in progress ! 
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Olivier Messiaen 
noting the song of a 
blue-bird 

Roma, Basilica Santa Francesca 
Romana, 7 May 1970 
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