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A. The Past



  

The Athens Conservatoire (AC) 
was founded in 1871

by a group of intellectuals  
with the goal to set the foundations 

of music and drama education in Greece



  

Being the oldest School 
of the Performing Arts in Greece,

 the Athens Conservatoire 
is functioning ever since 

without interruption 



  

Despite the 140 years 
of the AC's functioning, 
the story of its Archives 

is rather short



  

Until September 2013 the AC's 
Archival Material was kept unclassified 

at the AC's basements, 
in classrooms and offices



  

It is thanks to the efforts of 
the Hellenic Music Laboratory 
of the Ionian University (Corfu)

that today we can talk 
about the AC's Archives



  

Only with the help of volonteers 
and students

and with no financial support at all, 
the last five years the AC's 

archival material is being gathered,
classified and digitized 



  

B. The Present



  

The Material



  

The AC's Archives are
estimated of approximately

500 metres of length 
and include the institution's Archives

as well as private archives and collections



  

The AC Archives include:

Material concerning the AC's 
funcioning since 1871 :

•Registries & Record Books 
•Examination Sheets 
• Examination Grades

•Administration Board Minites
•Administrative Documents, e.t.c. 



  Page of the First 
Registration Book

Administration Board Minites 
of 1892



  

Dimitri Mitropoulos' 
Registration at the AC

Nikos Skalkottas' 
Registration at the AC



  

Maria Callas' Grades in Singing (1939-1940)

Maria Callas' Harmony Exams (1942)



  

•Handwritten & typewritten
Correspondance

since 1871



  

Spiro Samaras' letter 
to Nazos (1907)

Camille Saint-Saëns letter to Nazos 
and his musical autograph (1920)



  Mitropoulos' letter to Nazos (1921)



  
Skalkottas' letter to Nazos 

(1922)
Callas' letter to Kyriakides 

(1960)



  

•Rare collection of handwritten 
& printed scores 

of Greek and foreign composers 
since the 19th century

 



  

 

Cover of the unique score of 
Alexander Greck's recently 

rediscovered opera 
Andronica (1905?) 

First page of Nicolaos Manzaros' 
handwritten score of the Sonetto 

di Petrarca (c.1840)



  

 

Mitropoulos' handwritten score of' Amalia (1934), 
dedicated to Edla Nazou

Mitropoulos' Saylor's Death (1912), dedicated to Paola Marsick



  

 

Skalkottas'handwritten score of Cretan Dance (1931-33) 
with the conductor's marks, probably Mitropoulos'



  

 

Mikis Theodorakis' handwritten Dance Sperveri (1950)



  

•Concert Programms since 1874 



  

 



  

 



  

 •Rare photographs of Greek and foreign 
musicians and of the AC's premises 

& architectonic sketches  
since the 19th century



  

 

AC' teachers at the Conservatoire garden (c. 1903)



  

 

Camille Saint-Saëns and the AC director, Georgios Nazos 
at the Theatre of Herodus Atticus (1920) 



  

 

Dimitri Mitropoulos
Maria Callas

Gina 
Bachauer



  
Sketches for the AC' Concert Hall (1873 & 1883) 



  

•Rare Books and Periodicals
 on Music, Theatre, Arts



  



  



  



  

•Music Recordings in Piano Rolls, 
Tapes, Vinyls, and Cds



  



  

• Private Archives and Collections 
of AC's students and teachers 

(Nazos, Theodoropoulou,
Mitropoulos, Sklavos, Lykoudes, 

Bachauer, Lalaouni, e.t.c.)



  

Since Spring 2018 the AC's Archives are
managing important Music archives as those 
of KSYME (Contemporary Music Center),
of HEMCA (Hellenic Electroacoustic Music

Composers' Association) and of the
 Hourmouziou-Papaioannou Foundation 



  

The Archives are constantly receiving 
important donations as the unique 

Music Collection of Stathis Arfanis, 
a part of which is already 
hosted at the AC' premises



  

The Work



  

Archival Work

•The whole Archival Material has been stored
in one place, appropriatelly prepared to host it

•The majority of the Archival Material 
has been classified

•The whole of the Archival Material 
of the 19th c. has been digitized



  

Dissemination

• Presentation of the Archives in Conferences
• Organization of Expositions & guided tours
• Organization of Educational workshops



  



  



  



  

C. The Future



  

• Classification of the whole Material
• Digitalization of the whole Material
• On-line catalogue of the Material
• Creation of a virtual Museum 

about the AC's History 



  

contacts:

Haris Xanthoudakis
 Director of the AC's 

Research & Documentation Centre
 

Stella Kourmpana
Head of the Archives

e-mail: archives athensconcervatoire.gr@

mailto:archives@athensconcervatoire.gr
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