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 Theater almanacs and journals as music
historical sources

 Performance data:
– Modelling

– Providing

– Visualizing
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* Lebanon (Pennsylvania, USA) in 1944



“Local theater journals” 
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review a single venue’s past season and are often the only 
source on a theater’s artistic as well as technical personnel 
– including composers, conductors, instrumentalists, singers 
– and on the repertoire.

Usually produced by the prompter at his or her own 
expense and peddled as a source for supplemental income, 
they were intended for local audiences and often included 
poems, anecdotes, or couplets.



“Universal theater almanacs”
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list international German-speaking (music) theater 
companies and their personnel in over 3,600 locations.

They often contain directories of performing musicians and 
composers as well as reports on the relevant associations 
and cooperatives.

The information was reported in the fall by the respective 
management to an editorial office; the almanacs and 
yearbooks were distributed nationwide and usually 
published over a longer period of time.
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German-Language Theater Journals (1772–1918) 

I. Bibliography XXXII + 570 pp.

II. Editors XX + 353 pp.

III. Repertories XXII + 630 pp.

Vienna: Hollitzer 2022
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German-Language Theater Almanacs (1772–1918) 

IV. Bibliography XLVI + 341 pp.

V. Index XXVIII + 564 pp.

Vienna: Hollitzer 2023



Places of Publication of Theater Almanacs
(before 1850)
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Places of Publication of Theater Almanacs
(after 1850)
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Theater almanacs and journals

Topography
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Performance
File

− Plays
− Performances
− Locations
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Theater almanacs and journals: 
Bibliographic data

FRBR FRAD FRSAD LRM

FRBRooCIDOC CRM
ISO 21127

Development
Conversion
Extention

Data retrieval, Linked
Data, Research 

The Linked Open Data Cloud from log-cloud.net
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provided by the application software

performance issues … / tuned by database specialists

CRMinf
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Almanach der Genossenschaft Deutscher Bühnenangehöriger, vol. 3 / 1875 (AGDBA-3.1875), (B) p. 165f
BSB München: L.eleg.g.6c-3; https://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/view/bsb11317714
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F31 
Performance

Guest 
Performance

E21 Person

Amann-Wein
lich, Josefine

F3 
Manifestation

AGDBA-3.1875

F5 Item

BSB: 
L.eleg.g.6c-3 

E55 Type

Composer

E53 Place

Berlin

P89 falls within

E52 Time-span

1875

E53 Place

Kroll‘sches
Theater

P7 took place atP14i performed

P4 has time-spanP70 documents1)

1) The path F3  F31 could be modelled as: F3 Manifestation  P165 incorporates  E31 Document P70 documents  F31 Performance.
Alternative modelling with direct path: F3 Manifestation  P67 refers to F31 Performance (P67 is a superproperty of P70).
(Note added on 8/8/2023)
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Jahrbuch des K. Hof- und Nationaltheaters zu München für 1848 (JoM022700)
BSB München: Bavar.1317rd; https://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/view/bsb10374892
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P89 falls within
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F31 
Performance

Don Juan
13/1/1848 

F1 Work

Don Juan, oder: 
Der steinerne Gast

F3 
Manifestation

JoM022700

F5 Item

BSB: 
Bavar.1317rd 

E55 Type

Librettist

E53 Place

München

P2 has type

R7 is exemplified by

E52 Time-span

13/1/1848

E53 Place

Königliches Hof- u. 
Nationaltheater

P7 took place at

R66i  had a performed
version through

P4 has time-span

P70 documents1)

E55 Type

Singspiel in 2 Ab-
teilungen mit Tanz

E21 Person

Mozart, Wolfgang 
Amadeus

F27 Work 
Creation

R16i was created by

E21 Person

Ponte, Lorenzo da

E55 Type

Composer

P14 carried out by
P14.1 in the role ofP14.1 in the role of
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Class instances represent
uniqueness …

The Linked Open Data Cloud from log-cloud.net

Classes and their specific 
instances will be connected
with related concepts in
general ontologies and thesauri …

… to extent the semantic
web.

…

… and all instances and their
connecting properties together
form a large knowledge graph.
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Visualizing
– Graph view / Graph 

browsing

– Map view

– Filters

– Time wheel

Providing
– Browse

– Simple search

– Graph-alike search

– Network Analysis:

– Structural Analysis

– Similarity Search, …

– Machine-learning-aware

– Guided search / Saved
queries

– Computer-2-Computer 
Interface (REST) 
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Matthias J. Pernerstorfer
matthias.j.pernerstorfer
@donjuanarchiv.at

Andrea Gruber
andrea.gruber
@donjuanarchiv.at

https://www.theaterjournale.at

Topography and Repertoire 
of the Theater

OPAC and 
Online-
Platform
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