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Advantages of an online database for our catalogue of works 
and sources

● Open Access (long-term preservation)
● Up-to-dateness of the work and source data is guaranteed, as 

new source discoveries can be added at any time.

● NEW: In addition to the classic catalogue function, the sources 
can also be used directly.

● Visualisation of the sources
● Displaying variants of the sources
● Searchability of the musical text

So far, no comparable projects for composers of Renaissance music and also no 
standard database software could be used. 
→ Self-programmed database for our purposes



Search mask & Result display



Example of source description





Diplomatic source transcription with LilyPond

Excita Domine (D-Rp BH 6004; excerpt)



Search function



Comparison of sources



Work and source situation (1st August 2023)

● 1194 compositions
● 769 authentic works of Palestrina
● 425 opera dubia (Most of the dubious attributions date back 

to the 19th century)

passed on in
● 4865 handwritten (until 1903) and printed sources (until 1800) 

● 2562 sources in Germany
● 912 sources in Italy (including the oldest & most important)

● 22974 work entries therein

 



Numbering of Catalogue raisonné

„PdPWV Mis013“ [Missa Papae Marcelli]
(PdPWV: Pierluigi da Palestrina Werkverzeichnis)

Sorting by genre
● Mis[Masses]
● Mot [Motets]
● Hym [Hymns]
● Mad [Madrigals]
● Can [Canticles]
● Lam [Lamentations]
● Lit [Litanies]
● Fal [Falsobordone]

 

Relatives of Palestrina
● Ang [Angelo; 1 motet]
● Rod [Rodolfo; 3 motets]
● Sil [Silla; 2 motet and 1 Opus dubium]

● Dub [Opera dubia]



Surprises in the evaluation of sources

● Discovery of unknown or lost individual prints and printed anthologies 
(but also deletion of some RISM sigla)

● Discovery of print variants within an edition
● Clarification of misattributions
● Discovery of contemporary variants of known works that require their 

own catalogue raisonné number
● Complex, hitherto unnoticed situation with regard to the printing and 

reception history of Palestrina's hymns.
● Peculiar source situation for several Magnificat and Lamentations 

→ Possible topics for future projects in Palestrina research
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