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STEINER’S FILM SCORE SKETCHES (ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES, 1938)



CUE FROM ARE THESE OUR CHILDREN? (1931)



JUMBLED PAGE ORDERING
Transition #13 (not used in film)





SORTING OUT THE SKETCHES

Dreams

Makes You Forget Your Troubles

Dreams + Makes You Forget

20 variants in sketches (9 not in film) + 2 source + 3 not in score = 25 instances

5 variants in sketches (2 not in film) + 8 source = 13 instances

3 variants in sketches (2 not in film) = 3 instances

Other



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Opening Scene” F major 4/4 Gentle / Sweet – strings and harp

“Meno” Db major 4/4 Peaceful / Pastoral

“Marcia Maestoso” G major 12/8 March: Majestic / Heroic to Comical – brass 

“Coney Island” Transition C major 3/4 Waltz: Joyful / Fun

“Washroom Sequence” F minor 2/2 Source music: Somber – low-register instruments

“Flo’s Apartment” Unstable – f# 3/4 – 4/4 Lyrical to Tragic / Dark – strings to full orchestra

“Crime Montage” Unstable – a 4/4 Dramatic / Fragmented - brass

“Mourning” f – ab – Cb – eb 4/4 Sad / Mournful – swirling string effects

“Choral Andante” Unstable 4/4 Dissonant parallel quartal chords – wordless chorus

“Risoluto” Unstable / minor 3/4 Violent / Strange – low-register strings / muted brass

“Allegro” Whole-tone 4/4 Chaotic / Frenetic to Somber – combination of themes

“Transition #8B” Bb minor 2/2 Mysterious / Restless

“Eddie’s Prayer” F minor 4/4 Penitent / Religious – organ and wordless chorus

Transformations of the “Dreams” Theme      



Transformations of the “Dreams” Theme      

Original

Marcia Maestoso

Washroom Sequence

Crime Montage

Mourning

Risoluto

Eddie’s Prayer



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Opening Scene” F major 4/4 Gentle / Sweet – strings and harp

Dreams – Opening Scene 

Dramatic situation: 

Eddie and Mary sitting 

and talking on the front 

steps



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Meno” Db major 4/4 Peaceful / Pastoral

Dreams – “Meno”     

Dramatic situation: 

Unknown (somewhere 

early in the film)



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Marcia Maestoso” G major 12/8 March: Majestic / Heroic to Comical – brass 

Dreams – Marcia Maestoso 

Dramatic situation: 

Eddie participates in an 

oratory competition but 

does not do as well as 

he had hoped



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Coney Island” Transition C major 3/4 Waltz: Joyful / Fun

Dreams – “Coney Island” Transition 

Dramatic situation: 

Unknown, although Flo 

does remark: “You don’t 

know what happened at 

Coney Island!” early on



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Washroom Sequence” F minor 2/2 Source music: Somber – low-register instruments

Dreams – Washroom Sequence

Dramatic situation: 

Eddie and his buddies 

talking by the washroom 

at a party (the music is 

supposedly diegetic)



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Flo’s Apartment” Unstable – f# 3/4 – 4/4 Lyrical to Tragic / Dark – strings to full orchestra

Dreams – Flo’s Apartment

Dramatic situation: 

Eddie has just entered 

Flo’s apartment – two 

hours pass!



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Crime Montage” Unstable – a 4/4 Dramatic / Fragmented - brass

Dreams – Crime Montage    

Dramatic situation: 

Eddie argues with his 

grandmother and goes 

out to find some cash



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Mourning” f – ab – Cb – eb 4/4 Sad / Mournful – swirling string effects

Dreams – Mourning  

Dramatic situation: 

Mary and Eddie’s 

grandmother mourn the 

loss of their family friend 

(killed by Eddie)



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Choral Andante” Unstable 4/4 Dissonant parallel quartal chords – wordless chorus

Dreams – Choral Andante

Dramatic situation: 

This is an alternate cue 

for a montage of swirling 

newspapers (sung by a 

wordless chorus)



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Risoluto” Unstable / minor 3/4 Violent / Strange – low-register strings / muted brass

Dreams – Risoluto    

Dramatic situation: 

Eddie evades detection 

for the murder he has 

committed (violent cue 

with strange dissonance)



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Allegro” Whole-tone 4/4 Chaotic / Frenetic to Somber – combination of themes

Dreams – Allegro      

Dramatic situation: 

After being captured by 

the police, the public 

debates Eddie’s fate

(“Dreams” is combined with 

“Makes You Forget Your 

Troubles” in the second half 

of the cue)



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Transition #8B” Bb minor 2/2 Mysterious / Restless

Dreams – Transition #8B 

Dramatic situation: 

Unknown – mysterious 

cue that occurs in the 

latter part of the film



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“Eddie’s Prayer” F minor 4/4 Penitent / Religious – organ and wordless chorus

Dreams – Eddie’s Prayer 

Dramatic situation: 

On death row, Eddie 

recites the Lord’s Prayer 

after having said farewell 

to his loved ones



Title Key Meter Characteristics

“End Title” D minor / major 4/4 Triumphant? 

Dreams – End Title    

Dramatic situation: 

End title music –

alternate big finish!
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