
Archival records of music publishers in the 

Sächsisches Staatsarchiv, Staatsarchiv Leipzig 

Our Repository 



Business archives of music publishers – 

what‘s that? 

❙ Correspondence 

❙ Internal records, e.g. notes about meetings 

❙ Publishing contracts /  agreements about licences or lending 

❙ Business records in form of books (ledgers, printing books) 

[„Geschäftsbücher“] 

❙ Musical notations on paper  (parts of the production process) 

❙ „Publikationsarchiv“: An example of every publication of printed 

music (score / sheet music / notes…)  
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Items 

❙ Overview 

❙ Primary Sources 

❙ Copy books 

❙ directories of plate 

numbers 

❙ production records 

❙ Access 
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33 running metres = 

 

one third of the 

collection of  

C. F. Peters, Leipzig  

 
after  technical 

processing in 2016 
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Copy Books by  

Breitkopf & 

Härtel 

 

3 of 782,  

 

from 1818 to 

1910 
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Copy book from Breitkopf & Härtel, ~ 1850 
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Registry of names:  

page number where you find 

the letter in the copy book 



International Networking 1840 / 1850 

Number of letters by Breitkopf & Härtel to 1840 1850 

France 24 42 

Great Britain 8 27 

Austria  (especially Vienna) 84 77 

Portugal 5 21 

Russia 93 92 

 

Total number of letters in the copy book of the year 

 

1409 

 

1427 
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C. F. Peters, „Druckbuch L[ite]ra A“ 
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(detail) 



C. F. Peters, „Druckbuch L[ite]ra A“ 
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 Staatsarchiv Leipzig   12 „Kalkulationsbuch“ from Rieter-Biedermann, Detail 



|  14. August 2018  |  Staatsarchiv Leipzig  |  Name des Präsentators 13 

Online-Information- 

System (Detail) 



Proofreadings by editors, e. g. 
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Clara Schumann: 

Robert Schumann 

(detail) Ferrucio Busoni: 

Johann Sebastian Bach 



2014: arranging, boxing, labeling 
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intermediate 

steps: 

former Nr. 1729, now 

arranged in 9 numbers 

(folders) 

 e.g. Nr. 1729/1 
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Description of Nr. 1729/1 in the 

Online-Information-System 



Access  

❙ public domain  

❙ metadata to every fonds of a music publisher online 

❙ metadata (finding aids) to 11 fonds  online via the Online-Information-

System of the Sächsisches Staatsarchiv 

❙ descriptions (in part not yet online) to every fonds of a music publisher 

 

❙ about 600 handwritten works (19th) in the RISM-OPAC 
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Online-Information-

System, Sächsisches 

Staatsarchiv  

 

Search box („Suchschlitz“) 

 

Systematic search 
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Systematic search 

 

 

 

Music publishers belong to 

„business“ 
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Online-Information-System  

 

Classification of the fonds 

of C. F. Peters  

 

(detail) 



Research  

❙ research in the reading room / micro film reading room 

(without fee) 

❙ offer of personal consultation 

❙ Micro-film-scanners / self-service-scanners 

❙ enquiries (usually via E-Mail)  

❙ answers at a good pace / consultation if needed 

❙ reproductions on demand  (via enquiries) 
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Dr. Thekla Kluttig 

Sächsisches Staatsarchiv, Staatsarchiv Leipzig 

thekla.kluttig@sta.smi.sachsen.de 
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At your service… 


