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1) BORN DIGITAL 
ARCHIVES AT THE 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
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?

Hybrid archives 



SCORES : SKETCH, FINAL DRAFT, CLEAN 
VERSION, CORRECTED PROOFS
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Jorge Arriagada. Les Lignes 
de Wellington 1 PDF

Edith Canat de Chizy. 
En pointe sèche PDF

Pedro Garcia Velasquez. 
Douve PDF



IMAGES
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Fonds Thomas Heuer (aka Masto). Concert pour la 
manifestation du 1er mai 2006
Fichier JPEG 
Photographies de Philippe Grangeaud. 

Théâtre de l'Opéra Garnier. Photographies Sabine 
Hartl et Daniel-Olaf Meyer, JPEG (7216 x 5412 
pixels)



AUDIO AND VIDEO FILES
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Gabriel Yared. Troy B.O. 2003
18 fichiers ( 147.0 Mo ) : son , MP3 
Bande originale pour le film de Wolfgang Petersen.

But also

Papers
Communication material
(concert programs, images 
for the websites, posters…)
SMS, e-mail
…



PROCESSING CHOICES

•Long-term preservation in the institutional repository

•Cataloging in the main library catalog

•Display on the digital library Gallica, already spreading digitized 
collections

Project Acquisition and Donations for born digital documents (ADDN) 
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IT DOES NOT COVER… LEGAL
DEPOSIT
(BUT PAVES THE WAY FOR IT) 
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Pedro Garcia-Velasquez. Douve
<< edited score in Babelscore
(subscription)

Pedro Garcia-Velasquez. Douve
Score (digital draft) >>

IT DOES NOT COVER… 
DATABASES (SUBSCRIPTIONS)
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Roman de Baybars livret 45, 
manuscript by Abu Ahmad 
Photographed by Francis Guinle, 
manuscript from the French institute
of the Near-East in Damascus.

IT DOES NOT COVER… 
DIGITIZED DOCUMENTS
(UNLESS IT IS THE ONLY AVAILABLE RESOURCE) 



BORN DIGITAL DOCUMENTS 
(GIFTS AND PURCHASE) 
ACQUISITIONS ET DONS NATIVEMENT NUMÉRIQUES-
ADDN
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63 T4 T

Around a hundred scores in 
the catalogue (more files).

but 37 826 files unloaded
and not yet in the archive 
repository



2) PROCESS AND 
TOOLS
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ORGANIZATION

14

LIBER – JULY 5TH, 2017

• Update acquisitions policy
• Select within strict technical constraint 
• Make contract for copyright
• Check files

• Describe technical elements of the files

• Guarantees the good 
operation of the process

• Legal experts
• Metadata experts
• Preservation experts
• IT
• Training

COLLECTION

MANAGERS

CATALOGUERS

PROCESS

MANAGER

Reinforced link with 
experts

EXPERTS

Image result for icon female user
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TECHNICAL AND HUMAN 
PROCESS
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SPAR
BnF digital Archive

Step 1

Select
Step 2

Step 3

Delivery

Step 4
• Ingest into digital archive
• Display in digital library

Reception 

module

BnF 

contract 

database

Copyright
contract

Step 5
Display in 
digital library

Check

Sort and 
classify

Unload



OF THE IMPORTANCE OF A 
DEFINITION STEP

- Documentary aspects : 

Is it relevant to preserve this document in our collections ? 

Is the file naming understandable ? 

Are the file sorted or classified ?

- Legal aspects : 

What are the legal conditions (access, download) ?

What are the uses and how do we give access to the ? Is there a need to secure 

access to data for readers ?

- Technical aspects : 

Volume / Formats / DRM ? 

Can we manage it in our preservation system ?
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DIGITAL BULK
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Sorting and classifying can be
time consuming



LEGAL ISSUES

Edited or disclosed documents > copyright exception to copy and display 
the document inside our reading rooms (code de la propriété 
intellectuelle Art. L122-5) 

Undisclosed documents : transfer of rights or restricted communication 
of the document

Documents under copyright : 
 Display inside the BnF’s research rooms (Gallica Intramuros)

 Display on the web (Gallica), download the document : transfert of 
rights (contract)

Other rights (respect for private life for instance)
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TECHNICAL AND HUMAN 
PROCESS

19

SPAR
BnF digital Archive

Step 1

Select
Step 2

Step 3

Delivery

Step 4
• Ingest into digital archive
• Display in digital library

Reception 

module

BnF 

contract 

database

Copyright
contract

Step 5
Display in 
digital library

Check

Sort and 
classify

Unload



GABRIEL YARED ARCHIVES

15 novembre 2023
L. DELAVEAU - LE TRAITEMENT DES ARCHIVES PATRIMONIALES NUMÉRIQUES 

(BNF/MUS) 
20
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CREATE A PACKAGE = 1 ITEM TO BE
PRESERVED
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LINK TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
RECORD
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ANALYZE THE FILE
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ASK FOR CONVERSION
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ASK FOR A COPY
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CATALOGUE



28 juillet 2025
POUR MODIFIER CE PIED DE PAGE UTILISEZ LE MENU AFFICHAGE/EN-TÊTE ET PIED 

DE PAGE.
27
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CATALOGUE (EAD)
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4) THE FORMAT ISSUE
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FORMATS



MUSICAL NOTATION
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    <measure number="54" width="251">

      <print new-system="yes"/>

      <note default-x="54">

        <pitch>

          <step>E</step>

          <octave>4</octave>

        </pitch>

        <duration>1</duration>

        <voice>1</voice>

        <type>eighth</type>

        <stem default-y="27">up</stem>

        <beam number="1">begin</beam>

      </note>

      <note default-x="78">

        <pitch>

          <step>A</step>

          <octave>4</octave>

        </pitch>

        <duration>1</duration>

        <voice>1</voice>

        <type>eighth</type>

        <stem default-y="28.5">up</stem>

        <beam number="1">continue</beam>

      </note>



A STUDY CASE : FINALE
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MUS and MUSX (2014) : native format 
for FINALE 
Born 1987, developped by Coda Music 
for Macintosh at first, then taken over 
by MakeMusic
2024 : announce the end of Finale 
(change toward Dorico)
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/digi
tal/formats/fdd/fdd000632.shtml

Steps of production : 
- Authoring (MUSX/MUS)
- Finalization (MUSX/MUS)
- Display and generate parts (images 

in PNG, JPEG, PDF) 

https://www.loc.gov/preservation/digital/formats/fdd/fdd000632.shtml
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/digital/formats/fdd/fdd000632.shtml


ISSUES

What format can we / do we want to 
preserve ?

➢the producer gives only the PDF/JPEG 
exports

➢The producer gives MUSX files : migrate
to MusicXML (from MUS 3.5 files and 
after) but keeps the original document

What format can / do we want to display ?

➢Do we already have the PDF or JPEG 
export ? 

➢ Can we give access to the original data 
(musicXML) ?
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SPAR
BnF digital Archive

MUS/MUSX
Musxml
PDF
JPEG

PDF
JPEG



THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENTION

agnes.simon-reecht[at]bnf.fr
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